
Western Work: 
Industries of Colorado

1850 to Present 
Pre-Visit Activities

The following activities can help students understand some of the important 
themes that they will be introduced to during the Western Work program. We 
recommend doing all four activities before the scheduled visit. 

Pre-Visit Activity #1:  Introduction to Western Work Industries (45 min) 
There are seven Industry Cards that represent some industries that exist and have 
existed in Colorado.  This portion of the Western Work program will be based on 
information that students discover from these cards. Have the students read the 
Industry Cards and complete the Industry Facts worksheet.  Students can read and 
take notes on one or more industries.  
Objective:  Students become familiar with the industries of the Western Work 
program and pull out important facts from reading. 
3rd Grade Colorado Content Standards-History 2c, 2d; Reading 1b, Writing 1d  
4th Grade Colorado Content Standards-History 2a, 2b; Reading 1a, 1c, 2a; Writing 1a  

Pre-Visit Activity #2:  Primary Sources:  Photograph Find (15 min) 
The Photograph Find worksheet guides students in their reading of historical pho-
tographs by focusing on people and objects. Students study the historic photo and 
answer the questions. 
Objective: Students learn to use photographs as primary sources of information 
about a culture.  
3rd Grade Colorado Content Standards–History 1b, 2a 
4th Grade Colorado Content Standards–History 2d

Pre-Visit Activity #3: Primary Sources:  Everyday Artifacts (15 min) 
Have each student select an object from around the classroom that they find inter-
esting or frequently use. Each student will fill out the Everyday Artifacts worksheet 
based on the object they chose. After the students complete their worksheets, tell 
them you are going to talk about artifacts. Artifacts are defined as objects made by 
people that are an example of primary resources. That means an artifact can tell us 
about the people that made and used it. Have the students think about whether 
the object they selected is an artifact. Ask the students to help make a list of arti-
facts from their homes and write the list on the board.
Objective: Students will learn to see artifacts as primary sources of information 
about a culture.
3rd Grade Colorado Content Standards–History 1b
4th Grade Colorado Content Standards–History 2d
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Pre-Visit Activity #4:  Timeline: Colorado’s Industry (15 min)
Students explore the timelines on the Industry Cards to learn about important 
events in each industry and the sequence in which they occurred.
Objective: Students learn how to read important elements of a timeline and are 
able to place the seven industries of the Western Work program in time. 
3rd Grade Colorado Content Standards–History 2b, 2d
4th Grade Colorado Content Standards–History 1a, 2b
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D
ear Teach

er,

T
h

ank you for inviting H
istory C

olorado into 
you

r classroom
! B

efore your sch
eduled visit, 

h
ere are som

e th
ings you need to know

.

P
rogram

 D
escription

W
estern W

ork explores th
e grow

th
 of industry 

across th
e state of C

olorado from
 1

8
5

0 to present day.  H
istory C

olorado 
staff w

ill com
e into you

r classroom
 or gym

nasium
 to facilitate th

is 6
0 m

inute 
program

 for u
p to 3

0 stu
dents. Students becom

e “experts” on one of th
e 

follow
ing  indu

stries:  Flou
r M

ills, M
ining, Saddlery and Spurs, Ice, M

illinery 
and D

ressm
aking and Su

gar B
eets. U

sing objects, ph
otograph

s and clues, 
stu

dents w
ill discover six indu

stries around a large fl
oor m

ap of C
olorado, 

exploring th
e h

istory and im
pact of each

 industry. Pre-visit m
aterial w

ill 
prepare stu

dents for th
is jou

rney, w
h

ile post-visit m
aterial w

ill synth
esize 

and expand th
eir know

ledge.

Stan
dards

T
his program

 is geared specifically to T
hird and Fourth G

rade audiences but 
can be adapted for other grades.

B
efore W

e V
isit 

T
h

ere are fou
r pre-visit activities for th

e W
estern W

ork program
. E

ach
 lesson 

provides backgrou
nd inform

ation th
at w

ill prepare students for th
e program

. 
W

e recom
m

end doing all fou
r activities. A

lso, th
e central feature of th

e 
program

 is a large m
ap of C

olorado, so w
e w

ill need you to arrange access 
to eith

er a gym
 or cafeteria, or m

ove desks to th
e side in th

e classroom
. N

o 
au

dio/visu
al equ

ipm
ent is needed. 

A
fter W

e V
isit 

Post-visit activities synth
esize and expand th

e students’ know
ledge of th

e 
W

estern W
ork

concepts. C
h

oose as m
any or as few

 as you like from
 th

e list. 
W

e h
ave also provided an extensive list of furth

er resources to h
elp you WESTERN WORK

C
olorado C

on
ten

t Stan
dards A

ddressed

4
th G

rade
3

rd G
rade

H
istory

2.d
1.b, 2.a, 2.b, 2.c, 2.d

G
eograph

y
1.a, 1.c,

2.a,
2.c, 2.d

2b
E

conom
ics

1.a, 1.b,
1.c,

2.a,
2.b

1.a,
2.b

G
oods

Saddles &
 Spurs

B
efore autom

obiles, people needed 
a w

ay to travel long distances and 
carry goods from

 one place to anoth
er. 

H
orses w

ere vital to alm
ost everyone 

in C
olorado, especially ranch

ers and 
cow

boys. T
h

ey needed gear like 
saddles and spurs to ride h

orses. 
H

arness and saddle sh
ops w

ere like 
early car repair and auto part sh

ops! 
T

h
ey w

ere an absolute requirem
ent for 

a w
estern tow

n. 

W
ords to K

n
ow

Spurs-A
ttach

ed to th
e h

eel of th
e boots 

and used by riders to urge a h
orse 

forw
ard. 

H
arness-L

eath
er straps th

at are fi
tted 

around an anim
al so th

at it can be 
attach

ed to and pull a cart. 

Saddletree-T
h

e base on w
h

ich
 th

e saddle 
is built. T

h
e tree size determ

ines its fi
t 

on th
e h

orse’s back, as w
ell as th

e size of 
th

e seat for th
e rider.  

B
ridles-Piece of equipm

ent used to direct 
a h

orse. It includes th
e h

eadstall th
at 

h
olds a bit th

at goes into th
e m

outh
 of a 

h
orse, and th

e reins th
at are attach

ed to 
th

e bit.

A
pprentice-Person learning a trade by 

practical experience under skilled 
w

orkers.

T
im

eline
W

h
at D

o You N
eed to M

ake Saddles &
 Spurs? 

N
A

T
U

R
A

L R
ESO

U
R

C
ES

•
H

orses w
ere th

e m
ain m

ode of transportation in C
olorado

during th
e 1

8
0

0s.
•  H

orses also h
elped m

ove essential supplies.
•

C
attle 

becam
e 

an 
im

portant 
industry 

th
at 

dom
inated 

th
e 

style of saddles th
at w

ere m
ade.

•  C
ow

boys and ranch
ers needed to be com

fortable on long
    cattle drives, and be able to rope and tow

 anim
als.

•  T
h

e w
estern saddle w

as based on th
e saddletree, w

h
ich

 
   w

as m
ade of w

ood covered in leath
er. 

•
B
ridles, h

arnesses and oth
er sm

all products w
ere also

 m
ade by saddle m

akers. 

T
O

O
LS A

N
D

 T
R

A
N

SP
O

R
TA

T
IO

N
•  Saddle m

akers h
ad stores th

at sh
ow

cased everyth
ing a 

    cow
boy or ranch

er w
ould need for th

eir h
orse, and even

   h
ad display h

orses in th
e sh

ow
room

s to dem
onstrate 

   new
 products.

•  Saddles and parts could also be ordered from
 cataloges, 

   nicknam
ed ‘cow

boy bibles,, and sh
ipped. 

L
A

B
O

R
•  M

aking saddles and spurs w
as tim

e consum
ing and 

   h
igh

ly skilled w
ork because each

 saddle h
ad a different 

   style depending on th
e saddle m

aker and needs of th
e 

   rider. 
•

Saddle m
akers h

ad a strict division of labor, m
eaning  

    th
at each

 w
orker w

as responsible for one part of th
e assem

bly 
    process. 
•  A

pprentices w
orked under th

e m
aster saddle m

aker to  
    learn th

e craft. 

Saddles an
d Spurs

In
dustry N

O
W

A
fter W

orld W
ar I, th

e saddle business 
slow

ly declined as cars, trains, airplanes, 
and tractors decreased th

e dem
and for 

h
orse transportation. Today, m

ost saddles 
are m

anufactured outside of th
e U

nited 
States. A

 h
andful of saddle m

akers rem
ain 

in C
olorado and custom

 saddles are still 
m

ade 
for 

custom
ers 

w
h

o 
don’t 

m
ind 

paying a h
igh

 price. 

1
8

6
0

1
9

3
0s

-
1

9
4

0s

1
8

8
0

-
1

8
9

0s

D
enver h

ad 
th

ree saddle
sh

ops

Pueblo becom
es 

th
e saddle 

capital of th
e 

nation due to 
th

e popular 
Pueblo saddle 

m
ade th

ere 

Saddle 
m

aking 
declines as 

autom
obiles 

take over as 
th

e m
ain 

form
 of 

transportation 
in  C

olorado
�

Saddles &
 Spurs Industry 



D
ear Teach

er,

T
h

ank you for inviting H
istory C

olorado into 
your classroom

! B
efore your sch

eduled visit, 
h

ere are som
e th

ings you need to know
.

P
rogram

 D
escription

W
estern W

ork explores th
e grow

th
 of industry 

across th
e state of C

olorado from
 1

8
5

0 to present day.  H
istory C

olorado 
staff w

ill com
e into your classroom

 or gym
nasium

 to facilitate th
is 6

0 m
inute 

program
 for up to 3

0 students. Students becom
e “experts” on one of th

e 
follow

ing  industries:  Flour M
ills, M

ining, Saddlery and Spurs, Ice, M
illinery 

and D
ressm

aking and Sugar B
eets. U

sing objects, ph
otograph

s and clues, 
students w

ill discover six industries around a large fl
oor m

ap of C
olorado, 

exploring th
e h

istory and im
pact of each

 industry. Pre-visit m
aterial w

ill 
prepare students for th

is journey, w
h

ile post-visit m
aterial w

ill synth
esize 

and expand th
eir know

ledge.

Stan
dards

T
his program

 is geared specifically to T
hird and Fourth G

rade audiences but 
can be adapted for other grades.

B
efore W

e V
isit 

T
h

ere are four pre-visit activities for th
e W

estern W
ork program

. E
ach

 lesson 
provides background inform

ation th
at w

ill prepare students for th
e program

. 
W

e recom
m

end doing all four activities. A
lso, th

e central feature of th
e 

program
 is a large m

ap of C
olorado, so w

e w
ill need you to arrange access 

to eith
er a gym

 or cafeteria, or m
ove desks to th

e side in th
e classroom

. N
o 

audio/visual equipm
ent is needed. 

A
fter W

e V
isit 

Post-visit activities synth
esize and expand th

e students’ know
ledge of th

e 
W

estern W
ork concepts. C

h
oose as m

any or as few
 as you like from

 th
e list. 

W
e h

ave also provided an extensive list of furth
er resources to h

elp you WESTERN WORK

C
olorado C

on
ten

t Stan
dards A

ddressed

4
th G

rade
3

rd G
rade

H
istory

2.d
1.b, 2.a, 2.b, 2.c, 2.d

G
eograph

y
1.a, 1.c,

2.a,
2.c, 2.d

2b
E

conom
ics

1.a, 1.b,
1.c,

2.a,
2.b

1.a,
2.b

G
oods

Sugar &
 C

attle Food

O
ne of th

e w
ays th

at su
gar can be 

m
ade is from

 th
e root of th

e su
gar 

beet plant (su
gar is also m

ade from
 

su
gar 

cane). 
B

eets 
w

ere 
grow

n 
in 

fi
elds, h

arvested, and th
en processed 

in 
factories. 

T
h

e 
su

gar 
beet 

pu
lp 

w
as u

sed as cattle food. B
ecau

se of 
th

e sw
eet taste, cattle cou

ldn’t get 
enou

gh
!

W
ords to K

n
ow

Tem
perate C

lim
ate-Places th

at h
ave h

ot 
sum

m
ers and cold w

inters. 

C
ultivation-W

orking th
e land by 

plow
ing, planting, sow

ing and 
h

arvesting crops. 

Irrigation-B
ringing in w

ater to a dry 
place to h

elp crops grow
. 

C
rop R

otation-Planting different crops 
on th

e sam
e land to im

prove th
e soil 

and h
elp control insects and diseases. 

M
igrant W

orkers-W
orkers w

h
o m

ove 
from

 one region of th
e country to 

anoth
er follow

ing th
e seasons to 

h
arvest crops.  

Im
port-To bring goods into th

e country 
from

 anoth
er country. 

T
im

eline
W

h
at D

o You N
eed to M

ake Sugar? 

N
A

T
U

R
A

L R
ESO

U
R

C
ES

•
Sugar beets need land, w

ater and cultivation to grow
. 

•
C

olorado and m
any oth

er states in th
e U

.S. provided 
    excellent grow

ing conditions for sugar beets because  
    th

ey h
ave tem

perate clim
ates. 

T
O

O
LS A

N
D

 T
R

A
N

SP
O

R
TA

T
IO

N
•

W
h

en th
e beets h

ad grow
n to th

eir full size, th
ey w

ere 
    h

arvested. 
•

H
orse-draw

n carts, and later trucks, w
ere used to get th

e 
beets from

 th
e fi

eld to th
e railroad. From

 th
ere, th

e beets 
    took a ride to th

e factory in larger open railcars. 
•  A

t th
e factory, th

ey w
ere w

ash
ed, sliced, and boiled by 

  m
ach

ines. U
sing quicklim

e and m
olasses, th

e beet pulp 
   w

as th
en turned into big blocks of h

ard, solid sugar called 
    ‘loaves.’
•

Sugar loaves are large cone-sh
aped versions of sugar cubes. 

   People w
ould use a special tool called a sugar nipper to cut 

   off sm
all pieces from

 th
e loaf. 

• B
eet sugar later cam

e in granulated and pow
dered form

s 
    like w

e h
ave today. 

L
A

B
O

R
•

T
h

e beet plants h
ad to be w

eeded and pulled out of th
e 

ground by h
and. G

row
ing sugar beets w

as back-breaking 
    w

ork. 
•  Sm

all farm
s often required th

e w
h

ole fam
ily, even ch

ildren 
    to pitch

 in and h
elp. 

•
L

arge farm
s brough

t in m
igrant w

orkers, m
any of w

h
om

 
    cam

e from
 countries like M

exico, Japan, and R
ussia, to w

ork 
    during h

arvesting.  M
any of th

ese w
orkers stayed in C

olorado. 

Sugar B
eet In

dustry N
O

W

People’s 
tastes 

h
ave 

ch
anged. 

T
h

e 
dem

and for beet sugar becam
e very 

low
 

as 
people 

started 
to 

use 
less 

sugar, and artifi
cial sw

eeteners w
ere 

invented. 
C

orn 
syrup 

is 
now

 
used 

for 
m

aking 
m

any 
processed 

foods. 
O

nly th
e  Fort M

organ sugar factory 
rem

ains 
in 

C
olorado 

out 
of 

th
e 

original 2
0 from

 th
e 1

9
0

0s. 

1870
1899

1900 -
1970s

1970s

1903

T
h

e fi
rst sugar 

beets w
ere grow

n 
in C

olorado as 
cattle food along 
th

e Front R
ange 

and w
estern valleys

C
olorado’s fi

rst 
sugar beet 
factory w

as 
built in G

rand 
Junction

T
h

e tax on 
th

e im
port of 

sugar cane 
w

as increased, 
m

aking sugar 
beets a m

ore 
valuable crop for 
C

olorado farm
ers

T
h

e h
eigh

t of 
th

e sugar beet 
industry in 
C

olorado

Sugar prices 
fall m

arking 
th

e decline of 
th

e sugar beet 
industry in 
C

olorado 
�

Sugar B
eet Industry
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T
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h
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e state of C

olorado from
 1
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W
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m
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e central feature of th

e 
program

 is a large m
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olorado, so w
e w

ill need you to arrange access 
to eith
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 or cafeteria, or m
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e side in th
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. N
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A
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Post-visit activities synth
esize and expand th

e students’ know
ledge of th

e 
W

estern W
ork

concepts. C
h

oose as m
any or as few

 as you like from
 th

e list. 
W

e h
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er resources to h
elp you WESTERN WORK

C
olorado C

on
ten

t Stan
dards A

ddressed

4
th G

rade
3

rd G
rade

H
istory

2.d
1.b, 2.a, 2.b, 2.c, 2.d

G
eograph

y
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2.c, 2.d

2b
E

conom
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1.a, 1.b,
1.c,

2.a,
2.b
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M
illinery &

 D
ressm

aking Industry
G

oods

H
ats &

 D
resses

A
t 

fi
rst, 

m
ost 

of 
th

e 
people 

th
at 

cam
e to C

olorado w
ere m

en. B
ut 

soon enough
, w

om
en began to m

ove 
W

est and created a dem
and for h

ats 
and dresses. U

nlike today, w
om

en 
couldn’t w

alk into a store and buy 
cloth

es. C
loth

es h
ad to be m

ade by 
h

and, and people w
ould ow

n only 2
 - 

3
 sets. T

h
e fash

ion of th
e m

id-1
8

0
0s 

required w
om

en to w
ear long and 

elaborate dresses, alw
ays topped off 

w
ith

 a h
at! M

illinery is th
e nam

e for 
h

at m
aking. 

W
ords to K

n
ow

M
illinery-H

at m
aking.

A
pprentice-A

 person learning a 
trade by practical experience under 
skilled w

orkers. 

R
eady-to-w

ear-D
resses th

at could 
be purch

ased at a departm
ent 

store and w
orn w

ith
out th

e need of 
alternations. 

T
him

ble-A
 round m

etal tip th
at fi

ts 
on th

e fi
nger and protects it from

 
needle pokes. 

T
im

eline
W

h
at D

o You N
eed to M

ake H
ats &

 D
resses? 

N
A

T
U

R
A

L R
ESO

U
R

C
ES

•  H
ats and dresses in th

e 1
8

0
0s w

ere m
ade from

 fancy m
aterials 

    like silk, velvet, linen, and w
ool. 

•  H
ats and dresses w

ere trim
m

ed w
ith

 feath
er, ribbon, and lace. 

•  T
h

ese m
aterials w

ere often delicate and expensive. 
•  T

h
e m

ore expensive and elaborate th
e fabric, th

e m
ore th

e 
    dress h

elped identify th
e social status of th

e w
om

an w
earing it.

T
O

O
LS A

N
D

 T
R

A
N

SP
O

R
TA

T
IO

N
•    T

h
e m

ost im
portant tools for a h

at and dressm
aker w

ere 
      needles. 
•    T

h
e fi

rst needles w
ere m

ade of bone. L
ater, needles w

ere 
      m

ade of steel, but w
ere often m

ore expensive. 
•    D

ressm
akers and m

illiners used th
im

bles to protect th
eir     

     fi
ngers from

 pokes during endless h
ours of h

and stitch
ing. 

•   M
easurem

ents w
ere also very im

portant. M
illiners and 

     dressm
akers w

ere good at m
ath

 and used m
any kinds of 

     ru
lers to get th

e job done. 
•   It w

as im
portant to get th

e fi
t just righ

t in order to m
ake th

e 
     cu

stom
er h

appy. T
h

e process required m
any fi

ttings and th
e 

     dressm
akers and m

illiners w
ould often becom

e great friends  
     w

ith
 th

eir clients. 

L
A

B
O

R
•   H

andm
ade h

ats and dresses required a very h
igh

 level of skill 
     to create.  
•  M

illinery and dressm
aking w

ere done alm
ost exclusively by        

w
om

en. T
h

is is an exam
ple of an industry run by w

om
en at a  

    tim
e w

h
en w

om
en rarely entered th

e business w
orld and 

    alm
ost never could h

ave m
ade th

eir ow
n m

oney.  
•   In spite of th

e diffi
culties of being a fem

ale entrepreneur, m
any 

    fou
nd great success and fi

nancial independence. T
h

ey also    
    tau

gh
t apprentices all th

ey needed to know
 to pass on th

e craft. 

M
illin

ery &
 D

ressm
akin

g
In

dustry N
O

W

T
h

e dem
and for ready-to-w

ear dresses
ch

anged 
fash

ion. 
L

ooser-fi
tting 

styles 
also becam

e popular as w
om

en needed 
dresses 

th
at 

w
ere 

ch
eaper 

and 
easily 

available. 
Patterns 

and 
m

ore 
advanced 

sew
ing m

ach
ines m

ade it easier for w
om

en 
to m

ake th
eir ow

n dresses. Eventually, 
only w

ealth
y w

om
en could afford to h

ave 
th

eir dresses and h
ats h

and m
ade. Today, 

cloth
ing is m

ade in large-scale factories 
using h

igh
-tech

 equ
ipm

ent, and big fancy 
h

ats are out of fash
ion. 

1
8

6
0s

1
8

6
6

1
8

7
1

1
9
2
0s

1
8

9
9

1
9

3
0

W
om

en start 
com

ing to 
C

olorado in
large num

bers

T
h

ere are 3
m

illinery and
dressm

aking
sh

ops in D
enver.

T
h

ere are 180
m

illiner y and
dressm

aking
sh

ops in D
enver.

O
nly 3

m
illinery sh

ops 
rem

ained in
C

olorado.

T
h

e num
ber 

of m
illinery

and dressm
aking

sh
ops grow

s to 20.

M
ail order

catalogues
allow

 w
om

en to 
order 

ready-to-w
ear

dresses. 
�



D
ear Teach

er,

T
h

ank you for inviting H
istory C

olorado into 
your classroom

! B
efore your sch

eduled visit, 
h

ere are som
e th

ings you need to know
.

P
rogram

 D
escription

W
estern W

ork explores th
e grow

th
 of industry 

across th
e state of C

olorado from
 1

8
5

0 to present day.  H
istory C

olorado 
staff w

ill com
e into you

r classroom
 or gym

nasium
 to facilitate th

is 6
0 m

inute 
program

 for u
p to 3

0 stu
dents. Students becom

e “experts” on one of th
e 

follow
ing  indu

stries:  Flou
r M

ills, M
ining, Saddlery and Spurs, Ice, M

illinery 
and D

ressm
aking and Su

gar B
eets. U

sing objects, ph
otograph

s and clues, 
stu

dents w
ill discover six indu

stries around a large fl
oor m

ap of C
olorado, 

exploring th
e h

istory and im
pact of each

 industry. Pre-visit m
aterial w

ill 
prepare stu

dents for th
is jou

rney, w
h

ile post-visit m
aterial w

ill synth
esize 

and expand th
eir know

ledge.

Stan
dards

T
his program

 is geared specifically to T
hird and Fourth G

rade audiences but 
can be adapted for other grades.

B
efore W

e V
isit 

T
h

ere are fou
r pre-visit activities for th

e W
estern W

ork program
. E

ach
 lesson 

provides backgrou
nd inform

ation th
at w

ill prepare students for th
e program

. 
W

e recom
m

end doing all fou
r activities. A

lso, th
e central feature of th

e 
program

 is a large m
ap of C

olorado, so w
e w

ill need you to arrange access 
to eith

er a gym
 or cafeteria, or m

ove desks to th
e side in th

e classroom
. N

o 
au

dio/visu
al equ

ipm
ent is needed. 

A
fter W

e V
isit 

Post-visit activities synth
esize and expand th

e students’ know
ledge of th

e 
W

estern W
ork

concepts. C
h

oose as m
any or as few

 as you like from
 th

e list. 
W

e h
ave also provided an extensive list of furth

er resources to h
elp you WESTERN WORK

C
olorado C

on
ten

t Stan
dards A

ddressed

4
th G

rade
3

rd G
rade

H
istory

2.d
1.b, 2.a, 2.b, 2.c, 2.d

G
eograph

y
1.a, 1.c,

2.a,
2.c, 2.d

2b
E

conom
ics

1.a, 1.b,
1.c,

2.a,
2.b

1.a,
2.b

M
illinery &

 D
ressm

aking Industry
G

oods

H
ats &

 D
resses

A
t 

fi
rst, 

m
ost 

of 
th

e 
people 

th
at 

cam
e to C

olorado w
ere m

en. B
ut 

soon enough
, w

om
en began to m

ove 
W

est and created a dem
and for h

ats 
and dresses. U

nlike today, w
om

en 
couldn’t w

alk into a store and buy 
cloth

es. C
loth

es h
ad to be m

ade by 
h

and, and people w
ould ow

n only 2
 - 

3
 sets. T

h
e fash

ion of th
e m

id-1
8

0
0s 

required w
om

en to w
ear long and 

elaborate dresses, alw
ays topped off 

w
ith

 a h
at! M

illinery is th
e nam

e for 
h

at m
aking. 

W
ords to K

n
ow

M
illinery-H

at m
aking.

A
pprentice-A

 person learning a 
trade by practical experience under 
skilled w

orkers. 

R
eady-to-w

ear-D
resses th

at could 
be purch

ased at a departm
ent 

store and w
orn w

ith
out th

e need of 
alternations. 

T
him

ble-A
 round m

etal tip th
at fi

ts 
on th

e fi
nger and protects it from

 
needle pokes. 

T
im

eline
W

h
at D

o You N
eed to M

ake H
ats &

 D
resses? 

N
A

T
U

R
A

L R
ESO

U
R

C
ES

•
H

ats and dresses in th
e 1

8
0

0s w
ere m

ade from
 fancy m

aterials         
like silk, velvet, linen, and w

ool.
•  H

a ts and dresses w
ere trim

m
ed w

ith
 feath

er, ribbon, and lace. 
•

T
h

ese m
aterials w

ere often delicate and expensive. 
•  T

h
e m

ore expensive and elaborate th
e fabric, th

e m
ore th

e  
                 

    dress h
elped identify th

e social status of th
e w

om
an w

earing it.

T
O

O
LS A

N
D

 T
R

A
N

SP
O

R
TA

T
IO

N
•

T
h

e m
ost im

portant tools for a h
at and dressm

aker w
ere  

           
needles.

•    T
h

e fi
r st needles w

ere m
ade of bone. L

ater, needles w
ere  

         
      m

ade of steel, but w
ere often m

ore expensive. 
•    D

ressm
akers and m

illiners used th
im

bles to protect th
eir      

                
     fi

ngers from
 pokes during endless h

ours of h
and stitch

ing. 
•   M

easurem
ents w

ere also very im
portant. M

illiners and  
 

     dressm
akers w

ere good at m
ath

 and used m
any kinds of  

 
     ru

lers to get th
e job done. 

•   It w
as im

portant to get th
e fi

t just righ
t in order to m

ake th
e      

     cu
stom

er h
appy. T

h
e process required m

any fi
ttings and th

e                                                           
     dressm

akers and m
illiners w

ould often becom
e great friends           

     w
ith

 th
eir clients. 

L
A

B
O

R
•

H
andm

ade h
ats and dresses required a very h

igh
 level of skill          

to cr eate.
•  M

illiner y and dressm
aking w

ere done alm
ost exclusively by         

    w
om

en. T
h

is is an exam
ple of an industry run by w

om
en at a                                            

    tim
e w

h
en w

om
en rarely entered th

e business w
orld and  

  
    alm

ost never could h
ave m

ade th
eir ow

n m
oney.  

•
In spite of th

e diffi
culties of b eing a fem

ale entrepreneur, m
any      

f ou
nd great success and fi

nancial independence. T
h

ey also     
          

tau
gh

t apprentices all th
ey needed to know

 to pass on th
e craft. 

M
illin

ery &
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ressm
akin

g
In

dustry N
O

W

T
h

e dem
and for ready-to-w

ear dresses
ch

anged 
fash

ion. 
L

ooser-fi
tting 

styles 
also becam

e popular as w
om

en needed 
dresses 

th
at 

w
ere 

ch
eaper 

and 
easily 

available. 
Patterns 

and 
m

ore 
advanced 

sew
ing m

ach
ines m

ade it easier for w
om

en 
to m

ake th
eir ow

n dresses. Eventually, 
only w

ealth
y w

om
en could afford to h

ave 
th

eir dresses and h
ats h

and m
ade. Today, 

cloth
ing is m

ade in large-scale factories 
using h

igh
-tech

 equ
ipm

ent, and big fancy 
h

ats are out of fash
ion. 
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enver. 

T
h

ere are 180
m

illinery and
dressm

aking
sh

ops in D
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C
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T
h
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D
ear Teach

er,

T
h
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istory C

olorado into 
you

r classroom
! B

efore your sch
eduled visit, 

h
ere are som

e th
ings you need to know
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P
rogram

 D
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 1
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0 to present day.  H
istory C

olorado 
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r classroom
 or gym
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 to facilitate th
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0 m
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program

 for u
p to 3

0 stu
dents. Students becom
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follow
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r M

ills, M
ining, Saddlery and Spurs, Ice, M

illinery 
and D

ressm
aking and Su

gar B
eets. U

sing objects, ph
otograph

s and clues, 
stu

dents w
ill discover six indu

stries around a large fl
oor m

ap of C
olorado, 

exploring th
e h

istory and im
pact of each

 industry. Pre-visit m
aterial w

ill 
prepare stu

dents for th
is jou

rney, w
h

ile post-visit m
aterial w

ill synth
esize 

and expand th
eir know

ledge.

Stan
dards

T
his program

 is geared specifically to T
hird and Fourth G

rade audiences but 
can be adapted for other grades.

B
efore W

e V
isit 

T
h

ere are fou
r pre-visit activities for th

e W
estern W

ork program
. E

ach
 lesson 

provides backgrou
nd inform

ation th
at w

ill prepare students for th
e program

. 
W

e recom
m

end doing all fou
r activities. A

lso, th
e central feature of th

e 
program

 is a large m
ap of C

olorado, so w
e w

ill need you to arrange access 
to eith

er a gym
 or cafeteria, or m

ove desks to th
e side in th

e classroom
. N

o 
au

dio/visu
al equ

ipm
ent is needed. 

A
fter W

e V
isit 

Post-visit activities synth
esize and expand th

e students’ know
ledge of th

e 
W

estern W
ork

concepts. C
h

oose as m
any or as few

 as you like from
 th

e list. 
W

e h
ave also provided an extensive list of furth

er resources to h
elp you WESTERN WORK

C
olorado C

on
ten

t Stan
dards A

ddressed

4
th G

rade
3

rd G
rade

H
istory

2.d
1.b, 2.a, 2.b, 2.c, 2.d

G
eograph

y
1.a, 1.c,

2.a,
2.c, 2.d

2b
E

conom
ics

1.a, 1.b,
1.c,

2.a,
2.b

1.a,
2.b

G
oods

P
recious M

etals &
 C

oal

T
h

e 
fi

rst 
m

iners 
in 

C
olorado 

cam
e 

looking for gold to get rich
. L

ater, oth
er 

preciou
s m

etals and coal w
ere m

ined. 
M

any of C
olorado’s tow

ns and cities 
started as m

ining su
pply tow

ns.

W
ords to K

n
ow

Precious M
etals–

G
old, silver, and oth

er 
rare m

etals th
at are valu

able.

Placer D
eposits–

C
oncentrations of 

valu
able ore m

inerals.

L
ong Tom

-L
ong and skinny boxes u

sed 
to separate gold from

 oth
er dirt and 

gravel w
ith

 w
ater.

M
ucking-Sh

oveling u
p ore or rock th

at 
h

as been broken by blasting into carts.

H
ard R

ock M
ining–

M
ining th

at takes 
place u

ndergrou
nd and involves 

blasting large ch
u

nks of ore ou
t of th

e 
grou

nd.

M
olybdenum

-A
 m

etal u
sed to m

ake
rockets, jet engines, au

to parts and
tools.

Prospector-A
 person w

h
o explores or 

prospects an area in search
 of m

ineral 
deposits, su

ch
 as gold. 

T
im

eline
W

h
at D

o You N
eed to M

in
e? 

N
A

T
U

R
A

L R
ESO

U
R

C
ES

•
T

h
e R

ocky M
ountains w

ere a rich
 source of m

inerals and precious  
m

etals f or m
ining.

•
V

eins of gold, silver, coal, and m
olybdenum

 ore w
ere found all over 

    C
olorado in th

e m
id-1

8
0

0s.
•  W

h
ile gold w

as th
e m

ajor draw
 to th

e area, oth
er m

etals like silver  
    w

ere also profi
table. 

•  C
oal becam

e im
portant as A

m
erica becam

e m
ore and m

ore  
 

    dependant on it for fuel. 
•  C

olorado’s m
any m

ountain stream
s and rivers w

ere also a place             
    th

at prospectors found profi
table.

T
O

O
LS A

N
D

 T
R

A
N

SP
O

R
TA

T
IO

N
•  C

olorado’s fi
rst m

iners, or prospectors, w
ere looking for gold in     

    placer deposits. 
•  Prospectors scooped gravel and dirt into gold pans and rockers,  
    th

en used w
ater to w

ash
 aw

ay everyth
ing but th

e gold. B
ecause  

    gold and silver are h
eavy ores, th

ey sank to th
e bottom

 of th
e pan.

•  O
nce all th

e free placer gold h
ad been rem

oved, m
iners h

ad to dig 
    deep into th

e earth
 to get at th

e valuable m
etals.

•  H
ard rock m

iners used h
am

m
ers and drill bits to punch

 h
oles into  

    th
e w

all of a m
ine.  

•  T
h

en th
ey put explosives into th

e h
oles to break off large ch

unks  
    of rock. 
•  M

uckers th
en sh

oveled up th
e loose rock and ore into carts th

at  
    w

ere taken to m
ills to be crush

ed and stam
ped.

•  T
h

e crush
ed rock w

as th
en separated from

 th
e precious m

etals.

L
A

B
O

R
•

Placer m
iners spent all day crouch

ed over rivers and stream
s.

•  H
ard rock m

iners spent long days drilling, m
ucking, and  

 
    blasting in w

et and dark m
ines. 

•  T
h

e w
ork w

as very dangerous and th
e m

iners needed to be very  
   careful to do th

eir job righ
t! 

•
M

ules w
ere used to h

aul ore carts. M
any m

ules spent th
eir w

h
ole  

liv es in th
e m

ine and w
ere treated like pets by th

e m
iners.

M
in

in
g In

dustry N
O

W

M
ost prospectors in C

olorado did not
strike it rich

, and m
any returned h

om
e.

O
th

ers stayed and becam
e m

erch
ants 

in th
e m

ining supply tow
ns. C

olorado 
is littered w

ith
 gh

ost tow
ns and re-

m
ains of old m

ines. C
oal, gold, gypsu

m
, 

lim
estone, silver, m

olybdenum
, soda 

ash
 and sodium

 bicarbonate are still 
m

ined in C
olorado today.

1
8

5
8

 1
8

7
9

G
old w

as
discovered in
C

h
erry C

reek
starting a gold

rush
!

Silver found
near L

eadville.

C
oal

discovered
near B

oulder
and W

eld
C

ounty.

M
olybdenum

found north
 

of L
eadville 

in C
lim

ax,
C

olorado.

G
old production

reach
es peak of

m
ore th

an
$20,000,000
annually at

C
ripple C

reek,
th

e second rich
est 

gold cam
p in th

e
w

orld.

�

M
ining Industry 

1
8

6
0

1
8

9
3

1
9

0
0

T
h

e price of
silver crash

es
and gold once
again becom

es
th

e dom
inant

m
etal m

ined in
C

olorado.

D
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T
h
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istory C

olorado into 
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! B
efore your sch

eduled visit, 
h

ere are som
e th

ings you need to know
.
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 D
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th
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across th
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0 to present day.  H
istory C
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staff w
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r classroom
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 to facilitate th
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0 m
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program

 for u
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follow
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and D

ressm
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sing objects, ph
otograph

s and clues, 
stu

dents w
ill discover six indu

stries around a large fl
oor m

ap of C
olorado, 

exploring th
e h

istory and im
pact of each

 industry. Pre-visit m
aterial w

ill 
prepare stu

dents for th
is jou

rney, w
h

ile post-visit m
aterial w

ill synth
esize 

and expand th
eir know

ledge.

Stan
dards

T
his program

 is geared specifically to T
hird and Fourth G

rade audiences but 
can be adapted for other grades.

B
efore W

e V
isit 

T
h

ere are fou
r pre-visit activities for th

e W
estern W

ork program
. E

ach
 lesson 

provides backgrou
nd inform

ation th
at w

ill prepare students for th
e program

. 
W

e recom
m

end doing all fou
r activities. A

lso, th
e central feature of th

e 
program

 is a large m
ap of C

olorado, so w
e w

ill need you to arrange access 
to eith

er a gym
 or cafeteria, or m

ove desks to th
e side in th

e classroom
. N

o 
au

dio/visu
al equ

ipm
ent is needed. 

A
fter W

e V
isit 

Post-visit activities synth
esize and expand th

e students’ know
ledge of th

e 
W

estern W
ork concepts. C

h
oose as m

any or as few
 as you like from

 th
e list. 

W
e h

ave also provided an extensive list of furth
er resources to h

elp you WESTERN WORK

C
olorado C

on
ten

t Stan
dards A

ddressed

4
th G

rade
3

rd G
rade

H
istory

2.d
1.b, 2.a, 2.b, 2.c, 2.d

G
eograph

y
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2.a,
2.c, 2.d
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E
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2.b
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2.b

G
oods &

 Services 

M
oney

In 
early 

D
enver, 

th
ere 

w
as 

very 
little paper and coin m

oney arou
nd 

so people u
sed gold du

st and sm
all 

nu
ggets to pay for everyth

ing. B
u

t 
it 

w
asn’t 

a 
very 

practical 
form

 
of 

exch
ange! B

ankers soon realized th
at 

th
ey cou

ld h
elp people by bu

ying u
p 

th
eir gold and giving th

em
 cu

rrency, 
and providing secu

re storage. B
anks 

also 
gave 

ou
t 

loans 
or 

capital, 
to 

people w
h

o w
anted to start a bu

siness 
or bu

ild a h
om

e in th
e fast-grow

ing 
tow

ns. 

W
ords to K

n
ow

C
urrency-A

 nation’s m
oney su

pply.

C
apital-M

oney banks give to people 
to start a bu

siness or bu
y a h

om
e.

D
eposit-To pu

t m
oney into a bank.

W
ithdraw

-To take m
oney ou

t of th
e 

bank.

C
ounterfeit-To m

ake fake m
oney th

at 
isn’t actu

ally w
orth

 anyth
ing. 

B
arter-Trade one good or service for 

anoth
er w

ith
out using m

oney. 

T
im

eline
W

h
at D

o You N
eed to be a B

an
ker? 

N
A

T
U

R
A

L R
ESO

U
R

C
ES

•  Paying w
ith

 gold w
as diffi

cult and unreliable because
   m

iners som
etim

es tried to m
ake th

eir gold go furth
er by

   adding in w
orth

less brass fl
akes, ch

eating th
e m

erch
ants. 

•  B
anks started m

aking coins of regular size and sh
ape 

    th
at could be exch

anged for gold. 
•  B

anks also started m
aking paper m

oney called bank 
    notes. 
•  C

oins and bank notes w
ere m

uch
 easier to pay w

ith
 and

   w
ere guaranteed to be w

orth
 a certain am

ount by th
e

   bank. 
•  Private currency w

as outlaw
ed after th

e U
.S. governm

ent
   took over printing bank notes and m

inting coins in 1
8

6
3

   because it w
as too easy to counterfeit. 

T
O

O
LS A

N
D

 T
R

A
N

SP
O

R
TA

T
IO

N
•  B

anks provided a safe place to store gold and valuables
   so th

ey didn’t get lost or stolen.
•  B

ank buildings h
ad h

eavy iron safes in large steel vaults
   w

h
ere people could deposit gold, m

oney, and oth
er

   valuables th
at th

ey could w
ith

draw
 later. 

•  B
anks kept very good records of th

e m
oney com

ing in
   and going out. 
•  T

h
ey transported m

oney from
 one place to anoth

er for
   businesses safely.

L
A

B
O

R
•  B

ankers w
ere educated and good at m

ath
.

•  M
any bankers becam

e prom
inent businessm

en and 
   m

ade im
portant decisions in th

e tow
n. 

B
an

kin
g In

dustry N
O

W

B
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h
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th
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m
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m
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ent. B
anks are still an 

im
portant source of capital for people 

and businesses. 
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D
ear Teach

er,

T
h

ank you for inviting H
istory C

olorado into 
you

r classroom
! B

efore your sch
eduled visit, 

h
ere are som

e th
ings you need to know

.

P
rogram

 D
escription

W
estern W

ork explores th
e grow

th
 of industry 

across th
e state of C

olorado from
 1

8
5

0 to present day.  H
istory C

olorado 
staff w

ill com
e into you

r classroom
 or gym

nasium
 to facilitate th

is 6
0 m

inute 
program

 for u
p to 3

0 stu
dents. Students becom

e “experts” on one of th
e 

follow
ing  indu

stries:  Flou
r M

ills, M
ining, Saddlery and Spurs, Ice, M

illinery 
and D

ressm
aking and Su

gar B
eets. U

sing objects, ph
otograph

s and clues, 
stu

dents w
ill discover six indu

stries around a large fl
oor m

ap of C
olorado, 

exploring th
e h

istory and im
pact of each

 industry. Pre-visit m
aterial w

ill 
prepare stu

dents for th
is jou

rney, w
h

ile post-visit m
aterial w

ill synth
esize 

and expand th
eir know

ledge.

Stan
dards

T
his program

 is geared specifically to T
hird and Fourth G

rade audiences but 
can be adapted for other grades.

B
efore W

e V
isit 

T
h

ere are fou
r pre-visit activities for th

e W
estern W

ork program
. E

ach
 lesson 

provides backgrou
nd inform

ation th
at w

ill prepare students for th
e program

. 
W

e recom
m

end doing all fou
r activities. A

lso, th
e central feature of th

e 
program

 is a large m
ap of C

olorado, so w
e w

ill need you to arrange access 
to eith

er a gym
 or cafeteria, or m

ove desks to th
e side in th

e classroom
. N

o 
au

dio/visu
al equ

ipm
ent is needed. 

A
fter W

e V
isit 

Post-visit activities synth
esize and expand th

e students’ know
ledge of th

e 
W

estern W
ork

concepts. C
h

oose as m
any or as few

 as you like from
 th

e list. 
W

e h
ave also provided an extensive list of furth

er resources to h
elp you WESTERN WORK

C
olorado C

on
ten

t Stan
dards A

ddressed

4
th G

rade
3

rd G
rade

H
istory

2.d
1.b, 2.a, 2.b, 2.c, 2.d

G
eograph

y
1.a, 1.c,

2.a,
2.c, 2.d

2b
E

conom
ics

1.a, 1.b,
1.c,

2.a,
2.b

1.a,
2.b

Services
C

old Storage &
 Ice D

elivery

B
efore electric refrigerators th

at w
e 

u
se today, people needed a w

ay to 
keep th

eir food from
 spoiling. T

h
ey 

h
ad ice delivered to th

eir h
om

e to 
u

se in an ice box. M
any businesses 

needed cold storage for th
eir goods. 

B
rew

eries becam
e th

e biggest con-
su

m
er of ice becau

se th
ey needed to 

cool th
eir beer. D

airies, farm
s, and 

bu
tch

ers also needed ice to trans-
port and preserve th

eir perish
able 

foods.

W
ords to K

n
ow

Ice B
ox-A

 large w
ooden box used

for storing perish
able food.

Icehouse-B
uilding used to store

ice often located by a lake or a
railroad line.

Insulation-M
aterial used to

prevent th
ings from

 m
elting.

Ice C
ard–

Sm
all card h

ung in th
e

w
indow

 and used to tell th
e ice

delivery m
an h

ow
 m

uch
 ice to

deliver.

T
im

eline
W

h
at D

o You N
eed to M

ake Ice? 

N
A

T
U

R
A

L R
ESO

U
R

C
ES

•
N

atural ice w
as cut from

 frozen lakes in big blocks during
th

e w
inter m

onth
s.

•  C
old w

inters allow
ed for ice to be h

arvested in th
e w

inter and  
 

    th
en stored.  

•  O
nce th

e h
ot w

eath
er of th

e sum
m

er cam
e, people needed  

 
    cold refresh

m
ent and a w

ay to keep th
eir food from

 spoiling. 
•  T

h
e R

ocky M
ountains provided plenty of nearby lakes from

  
 

  w
h

ich
 to h

arvest ice.

T
O

O
LS A

N
D

 T
R

A
N

SP
O

R
TA

T
IO

N
•

A
lth

ough
 th

e ice itself w
as free and abundant, it required  

 
    special tools to h

arvest. 
•  Plow

s w
ere used to scrape th

e loose snow
 and dirt from

 th
e top  

    of th
e ice. 

•  G
rooves w

ere cut by iron ice saw
s. 

•  B
ars and picks w

ere used to w
edge th

e blocks apart. 
•

O
nce th

e large blocks of ice w
ere free from

 th
e lake, th

ey w
ere           

    transported to an iceh
ouse for storage by eith

er w
agon or   

       
    railcar. 
•  O

ften, th
e iceh

ouse w
as nearby on th

e lake so th
ey just  

 
    fl

oated th
e blocks over.

•  Iceh
ouses w

ere lined w
ith

 straw
 or h

ay for insulation.

L
A

B
O

R
•

T
h

e blocks of ice cut by th
e w

orkers w
ere big and h

eavy. 
•  H

orses h
elped do m

uch
 of th

e w
ork, including pulling th

e  
   

    plow
s, scrapers, and cutters across th

e ice. T
h

e h
orses w

ore  
      

    special studded h
orsesh

oes so th
ey w

ouldn’t slip. 
•  Ice delivery m

en brough
t ice to people’s h

om
es and businesses. 

•  C
ustom

ers put an ice card in th
e w

indow
 to let th

em
 know

  
    h

ow
 m

uch
 ice th

ey needed. D
elivery m

en m
easured th

e ice by    
    w

eigh
t and used big iron tongs w

ith
 a h

andle to carry it.

Ice In
dustry N

O
W

Som
e people still cut natural ice from

lakes today, but only as a h
obby. N

atural
ice h

arvesting is no longer a profi
table

business. M
odern refrigeration greatly

low
ered th

e dem
and for natural ice.

Som
e pre-m

ade ice is still needed and
com

panies like R
eddy Ice in C

olorado
still m

ake it.
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irty-seven.
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program
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and D
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s and clues, 
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ill discover six indu
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oor m

ap of C
olorado, 
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pact of each

 industry. Pre-visit m
aterial w
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prepare stu

dents for th
is jou

rney, w
h

ile post-visit m
aterial w

ill synth
esize 

and expand th
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ledge.

Stan
dards

T
his program

 is geared specifically to T
hird and Fourth G

rade audiences but 
can be adapted for other grades.

B
efore W

e V
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T
h

ere are fou
r pre-visit activities for th

e W
estern W

ork program
. E

ach
 lesson 

provides backgrou
nd inform

ation th
at w

ill prepare students for th
e program

. 
W

e recom
m

end doing all fou
r activities. A

lso, th
e central feature of th

e 
program

 is a large m
ap of C

olorado, so w
e w

ill need you to arrange access 
to eith

er a gym
 or cafeteria, or m

ove desks to th
e side in th

e classroom
. N

o 
au

dio/visu
al equ

ipm
ent is needed. 

A
fter W

e V
isit 

Post-visit activities synth
esize and expand th

e students’ know
ledge of th

e 
W

estern W
ork concepts. C

h
oose as m

any or as few
 as you like from

 th
e list. 

W
e h

ave also provided an extensive list of furth
er resources to h

elp you WESTERN WORK

C
olorado C

on
ten

t Stan
dards A

ddressed

4
th G

rade
3

rd G
rade

H
istory

2.d
1.b, 2.a, 2.b, 2.c, 2.d

G
eograph

y
1.a, 1.c,

2.a,
2.c, 2.d

2b
E

conom
ics

1.a, 1.b,
1.c,

2.a,
2.b

1.a,
2.b

G
oods - F

lour
Service - M

illin
g

Flou
r w

as a basic need for early 
settlers in C

olorado. M
ost people 

w
eren’t farm

ing and grow
ing th

eir 
ow

n food, and th
ey needed fl

our to 
m

ake bread. B
ut fl

our w
as h

ard to 
get because it h

ad to be brough
t in 

from
 th

e E
ast.  People soon fi

gured 
ou

t th
at th

ey could m
ake a lot of 

m
oney by building fl

our m
ills in 

C
olorado, close to th

e grow
ing 

com
m

unities th
at needed it.

W
ords to K

n
ow

Irrigation-B
ringing in w

ater to a dry 
place to h

elp th
e crops grow

.

M
illstones-L

arge stones used for 
grinding w

h
eat or oth

er grains. 

H
ungarian Flour-M

ade from
 rollers 

instead of m
illstones. It becam

e th
e 

m
ost desired type of fl

our and is 
still popular today. 

Staple Food-A
 m

ain food eaten by 
a large proportion of th

e country’s 
popu

lation. 

T
im

eline
W

h
at D

o You N
eed to M

ake F
lour? 

N
A

T
U

R
A

L R
ESO

U
R

C
ES

•  Flou
r is m

ade from
 w

h
eat.

•  Farm
ers need land, w

ater, and seeds to grow
 w

h
eat.

•  In th
e 1

8
0

0s, C
olorado h

ad a large am
ount of open land

   th
at w

as good for farm
ing.

•  W
ith

 th
e h

elp of irrigation, w
h

eat crops grew
 w

ell. 
• T

h
ere are also m

any rivers and stream
s th

at could be 
   u

sed to pow
er th

e grinding w
h

eels in a fl
our m

ill. 

T
O

O
LS A

N
D

 T
R

A
N

SP
O

R
TA

T
IO

N
•  A

fter th
e w

h
eat w

as h
arvested, farm

ers brough
t it to th

e
   m

ill by h
orse-draw

n buggy and later trucks. 
•  T

h
e w

h
eat w

as dum
ped into a big h

opper, or bin, at th
e

   top of th
e m

ill. 
•  A

s th
e w

h
eat fell, it w

as cleansed using screens and air
   blow

ers, and ground betw
een tw

o large m
illstones into

   fi
ne pow

der. 
•  T

h
e w

h
eat it w

as sifted th
rough

 bolts of cloth
 and later, 

    silk because of its sm
all w

eave. 
•  T

h
e super-fi

ne fl
our w

as actually dangerous to a fl
our m

ill
because if it w

as allow
ed to collect, it could easily catch

 fi
re. 

L
A

B
O

R
•  M

ost of th
e w

ork in fl
our m

ills is done by m
ach

ines, but
   h

u
m

an w
orkers w

ere very im
portant too. 

•  W
orkers needed to be skilled in h

ow
 to operate and

   m
aintain th

e m
ach

ines, as w
ell as keeping th

e m
ill as

   clean as possible.
•  M

illstones used w
ater pow

er to turn and m
any fl

our m
ills

   w
ere built near rivers and stream

s. 
•  A

s th
e w

ater push
ed th

e w
h

eel, th
e gears m

oved and 
tu

rned th
e stones. 

F
lour M

ill In
dustry N

O
W

Flour rem
ains a staple food in C

olorado. 
People eat bread products everyday! N

ow
, 

m
ost fl

our m
ills are com

puterized, but 
th

e basic w
ay th

e w
h

eat is processed 
rem

ains m
uch

 th
e sam

e. M
any m

ills today 
are called ‘ligh

ts out,’ because th
ey can 

continue 
to 

run 
w

ith
out 

people 
being 

th
ere. 

Tastes 
are 

ch
anging, 

too. 
W

h
ile 

in th
e past, th

e w
h

itest and fi
nest fl

our 
w

as m
ost desired, now

 people like w
h

ole 
w

h
eat, a less processed form

.
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Sm
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ills 
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ased 

by larger 
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panies until 
th

ose com
panies 

controlled m
uch

 
of th

e industry

Flour production 
at th

e Lindell 
M

ill in Fort 
C

ollins stops

JK
 M

ullen 
brings 

H
ugarian 

Flour to 
C

olorado

T
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State Flour 
M

ills burns 
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n
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Flour M
ill Industry 
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Pre-Visit Activity #1 Worksheet
Culture Facts 

Name: ______________________________________________________________

Name of the Industry (Check One): 
o Flour Mills
o Mining
o Saddlery and Spurs
o Ice
o Millinery and Dressmaking
o Sugar Beets 

Two facts about this Industry:

1. _________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

2. _________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

Write a short story about the resources needed/used in this industry. What natural resources, tools, and 
human resources were needed/used.
________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________



Pre-Visit Activity #2 Worksheet
Photograph Find 

Look at the people in the photograph.
1) What is one item of clothing the person or people are wearing?

2) How is this item the same as what people wear today? How is it different?

3) What do you think the people are doing in this photograph?

Look at the objects in the photograph. 
1) What object seems interesting to you and why?

2) How do you think the object was used?

3) Who would use it?

Name: ________________________________________



Pre-Visit Activity #3 Worksheet
Everyday Artifacts

1. What is it made of? ____________________________________________

2. Where did it come from? _______________________________________

3. What is it used for? __________________________________________________________________

4. Why did you pick this object?  _________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

5. What do you think this object could tell people in the future about you? ______________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

6. Will this object still be used 50 years from now? If not, what will be used instead? ________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

Draw a picture of your object.

Name: ________________________________________



Pre-Visit Activity #3 Worksheet
Colorado Timeline

Timelines show important events and the year that they happened. Timelines 
can be used to understand more about history. Below is a timeline of Colora-
do’s industries. Read the facts and answer the questions at the bottom.  

Name: ________________________________________

1. Tons of people are coming to Colorado to get rich. What year is it? ________________

2. What makes Pueblo a popular place from the 1880s to the 1890s? _________________

3. In the year, ________ sugar beets are made into sugar in a factory.

4. In the 1930s and 1940s saddle making declines because of what? _______________

5. Which year has the most millinery and dressmaking shops in Colorado? _______________

6. In 1911 you can finally store your ice in a mechanical icebox thanks to General Electric. What 
year are these iceboxes replaced? ___________________

7. What year does the sugar beet industry decline in Colorado? _______________

8. Woman no longer need to go to dressmakers because they can order clothing. What year is it?
____________________

9. If your fortune is in silver, which year is very bad for you?
____________________ 

1846 

1858  

1866 

1880-1890s

1893 

1899 

1899

1920s

1930

1930s-1940s

1970s

The first flour mill comes to Colorado.

Gold was discovered in Cherry Creek, starting a gold rush.

There are three millinery and dressmaking shops in Denver. 

Pueblo becomes the saddle capitol due to the popular Pueblo saddle that was made there. 

Gold was discovered in Cripple Creek starting gold rush.

There are 180 millinery and dressmaking shops in Denver.

Colorado’s first sugar beet factory was built in Grand Junction.

Mail order catalogs allowed women to order ready-to-wear dresses.

Freon-based refrigerators began to replace ice boxes.

Saddle making declines as automobiles become the main transportation in Colorado. 

Sugar beet prices fall marking the decline of the sugarbeet industry in Colorado.




