
Site Number SfVlLdZ3 

Please Note 

Some of the items previously filed with this cultural resource record 
were not scanned. These items may include: 

· Published materials - including newspaper and magazine 
clippings 

· Bound material - including brochures and pamphlets 
· Microfiche 

· Negatives (photocopy any contact sheets and clip to 
negatives) 

· Computer disks or CDs 
· Documents 
· Items over 1 7 x 11 

These items are now stored in the Supplementary Files at the OAHP 
office. 



FOR QIortCIAL USE Siu NumlMr .5M 1-2 B.3 
.3 - q - q 5 Nomination Rtctiwd 

COWBADQ HlSIORlCA[, SQcrt~1gy,===== 
STATE REG I STER OF 

HI STO RI C PRO P ERT I ES 

NOM I NAT I O N FO RM __ 

Historic Name' __ .tR~ioOJ.GLlrll.rundiIJ':...tJHlOollte:J.IL{.tRtl'willllroOl."d~e"rsL'JH:lJolJl"eIL __________ _ _ 

Curretll Name' __ JRi!;iiooc.lG:ir[l'LIlodid<-elHllollteoilL ______ _____ _ 

2. Address or Property 

Street Address, __ ..;2"09/:LWW,,,,stL2O!JIIl<JduSt!Irl>eeOlI ___________ _ 

City_--'CL;rCle"'edrue'--_____ _ COlmty Mineral Zip 81130 

3. Legal Description or Property P.M. New Mexico Township 42N Range.l.W 

_ 1/4 oj _ 1/4 oj NE 1/4 oj NE 1/4 oj Secrioll 36 Quod Mop Creede. CO 37106-G8-OQ-Jl24-OO 

Lot!,} 8-14 Block:_--,,-3 _ Additio"' __ ,.[N"{JJA~ ___ _ 

lffM Reference: Zone 13 £asting 330520 Northillg 4190910 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(describe the boundaries oflhe lIominated property 011 a continuation sheet) 

"BOUNDA RIES INCLUDE THE FOOTPRINT OF THE BUILDING PLUS FI VE (5) FEET*' 
4. Present Owner or Propelty 

Name Creede RepenQry Theatre 

Address P.O. Box 269 Pholle (719) 658-2540 

City Creede State CO Zip 81130 
(If the property is i1l multiple oW1Iership, please give the 1Iames and addresses 
of each owner on O1le or more continuation sheelS) 

S. I'rcparcr or Nomination 

Name Sarah Z.aske & 1..)'00 I nbr 

Date March I. 1995 ; Reyised April 19. 1295 

Orgalli7.l1tioll Center for the Stabilization & Reuse of Imponalll Structures. Colorado State University 

I 



Address RID. 2008 Industrial Sciences Buildina Phone (303) 491 -5191 

City Eon Collins State CO Zip 80523 

6. Classification of Property 

1)'Pt (X) buildillg(s) 11 district [J site [] stnlClure [J object r I area 

flru Ihe property received local his/orie designation ? 

lX] 110 ( J yes - I Jindividuol [];n d islriCI 

date desigIlQted, ____ _ 

desigflaled by _______ _ (Name of municipality or COUllty) 

7. Condition of Property 

[ 1 excel/ellt (( good [XVair [Xldereriarared [ 1 ruills 

[X] originalloeolioll ( ] moved (dale oj mo~'e ______ -J) 

8. Use of Prol)Crty 

Historic Boardjni: House I Residence 

Currefll Creede Repeom)' Theatre Seasonal Housjoe 

9. O riginal Owner Unknown - First known owner was D. I.. M Oil . 1897 

Source of " (anllolioll M ineral Coynty Counhouse. 

February 1897 patent deed 

10. Year of Construction circa 1892 

Source q[ lafonnariWl Eeirz. Leland. Creede: Colorado Boom Town. Colorado Sprio&s: 
Little ' p adon Press. 1969. 

II. Architect , Builder , Engineer , Artist or Designer 

Unknown 

Source oj lrJjomlGtion' ______________ _ 

12. Arch itectural srylc/Engineering tYIJe 

vernacular Wood Framel Balloon Frame Construction 
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13. Description 
(describe (he clirrem condition alld appearallce of the propeny on one or more cOlllinuatioll sheets) 

14. Alterations 

(describe alld date significant changes made to Ihe original property on olle or more cominllalioll sheets) 

15. ignificance of Prope.rty 
NOlrn'TIlllioll Crileria 

[Xl a - property is associated with events that have made a significam conlribution 10 history 

r] b - property is cOl/necled with persons sigllificall/ in hislory 

[ ] c - property has distinctive charaClen'slies of a type, period, melhod of cOllStmclioll or anisall 

( ] d - property is of geographic imponance 

[ ] e - property cOII/ains the possibility of imponaJlf discoveries relaled to prehistory or history 

Areas of Significance 

Community plannin~ and Deyelopmem 

16, Significance Sta tem ent 
(explain the significance of the property on Olle or more cOlllinuarioll sheers) 

17. Bibliography 

• 

(cite the books, anicles, alld olher sources used in preparing this fonn 011 olle or more continuatioll sheets) 

18. Legisla tive lnfonnatioo 

Colorado HOllse District #.f:tJL or Name of Representarive'-LLo'OUulSis.JE;JolltzL _ __ _ 

Colorado SeTlllte District # L or Name of Senator·..J.Gili~gJiuDlll:Jen",ol1i .. s _____ _ 

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS TO ACCOMPANY NOMINATION 

19. Sketch Map 

20, Photocopy of USGS Map 

21. Black & White Photos 

22 , Color Slides 

23. O ptional Mal.erials 

24. Owner Consent for Nomination 
(at/ach signed and 1I0iarized cOllsent from each oWller of property - see next page) 
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• ST ... n REGISnR OF HISTORIC PROPER'l11!.S 
OWNER CONSENT FORM 

Property Name Rio Grande Hotel 

Bach partial owner must sign a separate form. Photocopy form as needed.. All signatures must be notarized . 
. -

[ Mqrk Visrgutz , CRT Board 

(type 0' p,iDI name) 

of Trustees Treasurer 
• 

cenlfy tlu.t I am the .ole owner...::Jpal1W owne, of the land and p,operty located at 

209 West 2nd Street _w",_.' ' 

street number street name 

Creede MIneral 

city county 

and that I hereby give my written consent and approvaJ for this property's nomination to and inclusIon in the 

State Register of Historic Properties. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, in my presence, this~ day of 

fu s,tsh. , I~ a NotaI)' Public in and fo, <he 

(county) (state) of 'fx\;",. " ... \ 

(.eaI) 

• 



STATE REG ISTER OF HISTORI C PROPERTIES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Property alUe Rio Grande HOlel 

Section Nwu ber_I,,3,-_ Page 1 

ARCHlTECT!!RA1. DESCRIPTION 

TIle Rio Grande !-Iotel is a 24' x 48' woOO, two story, balloon frame structure with no foundation system. The 
wood shingled roof is gabled and has a pilch of approximately 8: 12. The two straddle ridge brick chimneys are 
delerioraled and no longer functionaL The nonh, soulh, and east facades are venical rough sawn board and batten 
siding. TIle west facade is composed of historical , horizontal metal lap siding with clapboard embossings . 
Allhough an exact dale cannOi be found when the melal panels were applied , this type of metal siding was 
typically produced between the lale 1880's and early 1930's, according 10 architectural pressed melal specialists 
W. F. Norman Corporation. An original second story door on the nonh facade opens to a wood frame porch with 
wrought-iron railings where a porch with wood railings was located originally. An open stair leads west from the 
nonh porch to ground level. The east elevation has a lower level addition with main level deck and a second Story 
porch. Both the porch and the deck have wrought-iron railings. Originally. a front entry porch and second level 
porch wilh wood railings were located along the east elevation. Original, wood, double hung windows exist along 
the north. south, and east elevations. Three additional picture windows exist on the nonh and soulh elevations and 
there is one sliding window at the west elevation. 

The interior has original bead board paneling along the existing original stair to the second floor. Most doors, 
as well as door and window trim on the second floor. appear to be original. 

The Rio Grande Hotel is located 3t the westernmOSt end of the property. Four modular trailer homes are 
located at the easternmost poniol1 of the property and are used for additional theatre housing. Please see listings 
below for an itemized description of Existing Original and Existing Non-Historical Elements. 

Existing Original Elements: 

• Original wood, balloon frame structure exists and is in good condition even though the building structure has 
no foundation. The structure originaJly and currently bears directly in contact with soil via si ll plate timbers. 
Current condition of direct contact bearing is deteriorated. 

• Original plain wood shingles exist under current wood shingles. 
• The original layer of siding is existing. The original layer is ' " x 8" horizontal wood lOngue and groove 

siding. The original siding layer is not exposed and condition is unknown. 
• The historical second layer is horizontal metal panel siding. The horizontal, metal siding panels have 

clapboard-like embossings. These embossed impressions have a 4" to 6" reveal per impression with 6 
clapboard-like rows per panel . 

• At the west elevation, the historical second layer metal panel siding is exposed (with wood tongue and groove 
siding behind) and is in fair condition. At all other elevations, the wood longue and groove siding and metal 
panel siding layers are behind existing board and bauen siding. 

• Original north. second story door with [wo lower infill panels and two upper glazing panels with rounded lOpS 
exists. Condition of door is fair. 

• Two original brick. straddle ridge chinmeys exist. Condition of chinmeys is deteriorated. 



STATE REGISTER OF HISTORI C PROPERTIES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Property rune Rio Grande Hotel 

Section NumberJ.I3L_ Page.2 

Existing NQIl-Historical Elemellts; 

• Existing wood shingle (shake style) layer is over original plain wood shingles . Condition of roof is 
deteriorated. 

• East main level emryway is in orig inal location. Existing door is non-historical and in fair condition. 
• A lower level addition with main level deck is located at the east elevation where lhe from entry porch 

originally existed . The condition ar mis addition and deck is deteriorated . 
• A second SIOry woode n porch al the east elevation is located where a wood porch originally existed. 

Condition of existing porch is deteriorated. Existing door is wood, with rwo lower infill panels and one upper 
glazing panel . The door is in good condition. 

• Second story wood porch exists at north elevation with a western stair nigh!. This porch replaced an original 
wood porch with an eastern stair flight. The condition of existing porch is deteriorated. 

• Wrought-iron railings exist at all porches and decks . The condition of all railings is fair. Originally, wood 
railings existed on all porches. 

• Existing south entry has wood. hood roof overhang with a solid door. The condition of entry is poor. 
• Vertical, rough sawn board and batten siding exists at north , south, and east elevations. The condition of 

siding is fair . 
• Wood. fLXed picrure windows exist at north and south elevations (one at north, twO at south). Windows are in 

fair condition. 
• One small aluminum frame sliding window exists at main level along the west elevation. The condition of the 

window is fair . 
• Wood shutters exist on all double hung windows. Shutters are in fair condition. 



STATE REGISTER OF IUSTORIC PROPERTIES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Property Name Rio Grande Hotel 

Section Nmllber--,I,,4 __ Pagel 

A I.TERATIONS 

In 1978 and 1979. owners Ernest and Enid Hageman made seve ral alterations to the structure, including the 
replacement of the second story porch on me nOM elevation and the addition of board and batten siding on the 
exterior. TIley installed a 4'x2 ' aluminum sliding window on the west elevation of the main level, a 4 'x5' wood 
fixed picture window on the south elevation of the main level, and two 4'x5' fixed picture windows on the north 
elevation, one on the main level and one on the second level. The Hageman's also added decorative wood 
shutters to all double hung windows as well as a shed style roof over the south entry door. 

In 1983, the Creede Repenory Theatre built a 280 square foot lower level addition on the east elevation to 
supply additional space for seasonal housing. At the same lime, a deck and a second story porch were added 10 

the east elevation. Wrought· iron railings were added to all porches and decks . Below is a descriptive list of 
building alterations. 

1978- 1279 
• Second story wood po rch exists at the north elevation with a western stair flight. This porch replaced an 

original wood porch that had an eastern stair flight. 
• Venical, rough sawn board and banen siding exists at north, south, and east elevations. The condition of 

siding is fair . 
• Decorative, wood shutters exist on all double hung windows. 
• Wood , fixed picture windows exist at north and south elevations (one at north, two at south). 
• One small, alwninum frame, sliding window exists at main level along the west elevation. 
• Existing south entry has a shed style roof overhang and a solid door. 

1983 
• A lower level addition with main level deck is located at the east elevation where the from entry porch 

orig inally ex isted. 
• A second story wood porch at the east elevation is located where a wood porch orig inally existed . 
• Wrought· iron railings exist at all porches and decks . Originally, wood railings existed on all porches. 



STATE REGISTER OF 11iSTORJ C PROPERTIES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Property Name Rio Grande Hotel 

Section Tumber"--1I.o6 __ Page-.l 

SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT 

TIle Rio Grande Hotel was constructed in 1892 to alleviate the ex.treme housing shonage that existed in 
Creede. CO as me resu lt of the silver mining boom. In 1889, prospector Nicholas Creede discovered a vein of 
silver near the head of Willow Creek. When David Moffal, President of the Denver and Rio Grande Mining 
Company learned of the strike, he and several other investors purchased the land for S70,000 and founded the 
Holy Moses Mining Company. In 1891. Moffat used his personal funds to construct the (en mile railroad 
extension from Wagon Wheel Gap to Creede. A wave of fonune seekers, up to 200 per day, flooded the area and 
several other lucrative mines were established. At this time, the district referred to as Creede was actually 
composed of six mining camps: Willow. Amethyst , Upper Creede, Bachelor, Sunnyside Camp, and Weaver 
(Creede was incorporated as a town in May of 1892). Six million dollars in si lver was taken from these mines in 
189 1 alone. The population of Creede grew to 10,000 during the peak mining year of 1892. The urgent need for 
housing prompted the development of many makeshift shelters , including the erection of shacks over the riverbed 
and tent "hotels." The Denver and Rio Grande Railroad even parked unused Pullman cars near the side of the 
tracks and rented them out as sleeping quaners. When the State of Colorado put its Section 36 school land up for 
sale in February 1892, the individual lots sold quickly. The Rio Grande Hotel was built upon one of these lots 
and its central location near the Denver and Rio Grande railroad tracks and depot made it a convenient 
stoppingpoint for both railroad workers and transient miners . 

After Congress repealed the Sherman Silver Act in 1893, the price of silver decreased dramatically and, 
consequently. Creede's population also decreased. The demand for temporary housing sharply declined. The Rio 
Grande Hotel was sold in 1897 to D.L. MOlZ and became a private residence. It later became the home and 
offices of Theodore Wheeler. An abstractor by profession, Wheeler served as Colorado State Representative 
(1909-1911), Mineral County Assessor (1913-1917). Mineral County Treasurer (1921 -1927), and Mineral County 
Judge (1933-1937). The property remained within the Wheeler family for decades . The Rio Grande Hotel was 
vacant for several years before it was sold to Ernest and Enid Hageman in 1977. In 1983, the property was 
purchased by the Creede Repertory Theatre (CRT). Established in 1966 to provide valuable theatrical experience 
for young actors and technicians, the CRT has consistently offered professional dramatic productions to Creede's 
residents and summer visitors. The acquisition of the Rio Grande Hotel has supplied much needed housing for the 

RT's swnmer artists . It is significant to note that the Rio Grande Hotel is fulfilling the same purpose today that it 
did over one hundred years ago. 

Based on photographic evidence. the Rio Grande Hotel is one of few wood frame structures in Creede to 
survive the devastating fire of June 1892. In less than two hours. the town's entire business district was destroyed. 
After the fire, many of the town's structures were rebuilt using stone and brick. Additional floods and major fires 
in 1895. 1902. and 1936 all but erased the remainder of the town's earliest architectural history. The Rio Grande 
Hotel's balloon frame construction is representative of the predominant method of construction employed during 
Creede's initial growth. Quicker. cheaper. and easier to construct than traditional heavy timber framing, balloon 
frame construction provided an ideal solution to Creede's housing crisis. However, balloon frame construct ion 
includes no fire blocks between floors and is therefore highly susceptible to the rapid spread of fire. The fact that 
the Rio Grande Hotel has survived so many natural disasters untouched is significant. The widespread use of 
balloon framing in Creede ceased after the 1892 fire. 



STATE REG ISTER OF IUSTORI C PROPERTIES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

l)roperty rune Rio Grande Hotel 

Section Number'JI1l6 __ Page.2 

TIle major industry in Creede's early years was silver are mining. Creede's rapid growth as a mining boom 
town created the need for the construction of !.he Rio Grande Hotel to house !.he influx of people into !.he area . 
Today, no mining is conducted anywhere in Mineral County. Tourism has become virtually !.he only industry in 
!.he area and the CRT is a vital component of !.hat industry . The CRT brings approximately 16.000 visitors to 
Creede annually. ThaI translates into an estimated two million dollar boost to the community's economy each 
year. The Rio Grande HOlel provides much needed housing for !.he CRT's summer actors, technicians. and 
suppon Starr. 

The parallel between !.he original and current functions of !.he Rio Grande Hotel is striking. It was initially 
constructed to house the people who were involved in the major industry of the area, silver ore mining. Today. it 
supports thc tourism industry in the same way . TIlC Rio Grande HOlel is representative of a bu ilding type once 
common in early Creede. 11 is significant because it is one of the few remaining structures of boomtown Creede 
and it provides me community wim a reminder of its dynamic early days . 



STATE REG ISTER OF H1STO Rl C PROPERTIES 
CONTINUATION SHEET 

Property Nam e Rio Grande Hotel 

Section wnber 17 

UWLlOGRAPI-IY 

Bancron , Caroline. Unique Ghost Towns and Mountain SpOlS. Boulder, CO: Johnson Publishing Co., 1967. 

Beebe. Lucius Morris . Rio Grande: Mainli ne of lbe Rockies . Berkeley, CA: Howell-North, 1962. 

Bennett , Edwin Lewis . Boom Town Boy in Old Crcede. Chicago: Sage Books , 1966. 

Collman, Russ . Trails Amon~ the Columbine. Denver: Sundance Publications, 1988. 

Colorado '-listo rital Society. Creede files and photographic collection. 

Creede Candle (Creede. CO). 17 January 1892. 

Creede Candle (Creede. CO), 28 January 1892. 

Creede Candle (Creede. CO). 4 February 1892. 

Creede Candle (Creede, CO) , 11 February 1892. 

Creede Candle (C reede, CO). 11 March 1892. 

Dav is Richard Harding . At a New Minine Camp (1892); reprinl , Olympic Valley, CA: Outbooks . 1977. 

Eberhart. Perry . Guide to me Colorado Ghost Towns and Minini: Camps. Chicago: Sage Books, 1959. 

Feitz. Leland. C reede: Colorado Boom Town. Colorado Springs: Little London Press, 1969. 

Florin. Lambert . Ghost Town Album. Seaule: Superior Publishing Co., 1969. 

Mineral County Clerk and Recorder's Office. Creede, Colorado. 

Mineral County Tax Assessor's Office. Warranty and Patent Deeds . Creede, Colorado. 

Peterson. Fred W. Homes in the Heanland: Balloon Frame Construction of me Upper Midwest . Lawrence, 
KS: University of Kamas Press, 1992. 

Rocky MouOIajn News (Denver), 29 August 1982. 

Wheeler. Lloyd. Telephone interview conducted by Sarah Zaske, January 29, 1995 . 
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CREEDE QUADRANGLE 
COLORADO-MIN ERAL CO. 

7.5 MINUTE S ERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 
SWit O£fD£ U ' QUo>.DIIIAHClL 

I . 

ROAD ClASSIFICATION 

Primal)' hlghw.y. Ught·duty ro-d, hard o r 
hard SUrf. toE ....•. ___ _ Improved lurlta ... ___ _ 

Secondary hlgh .... ay. 
hard surface ...... _ -

Inltnlalt Roult 

_ UnlmprOlltd road ... ___ _ 

U. S. ROUle Slall! Route 

CREEDE. COL 
SWH CRE£DE. 1$' 

37 106-G8-TF-024 
C( 

1986 -.. 
OMA 4659 IV SW-SERIES V8n 
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Warranty deed fran Enid A. Hagenan and Ernest L . Hageman t o Cr eede Repertory 
Theatre . Inc. . a Col orado non-profit corJX>ration 
Sept e rber 19 , 1983 

The Sou t h Half of Block Three (3) South Cr eede ana the 
Sou ti, !'!al f of t r act or parcel of l and lyillg West of 
and adjoini ng Block Th r ee (3) Sout h Cr eede, as desc r ibed 
i n St ate Patent reco r ded in Book 21 on Page l l]of 
Nine r a l cou nty . colorado , records . 

ALSO a f r actional part of tile North tlalf of Dlock Tilree 
(3) in South Creede Sectif);'\ of the '1'm .... n of Creede, 

Colorado , bei ng bounded and dC5cribe:d as follows : Be­
gi nning at a point on the center line het .... lcCn the North 
llalf a lld the South Half of said Glock Three (3) , one 
hundr ed t hir t y-one (131) feet West of tile Cast bouncary 
l i ne of ~aid block and rur-nin<) thence North , five (5) 
fee t ; t he nce Hest to th0 i'lest boundary lirle of s<1ic 
block , thence South five (5) fer:t to the center line 
between the Nor th half and the South half of said block, 
t hence Eas t along said ccntc::' line to the point of be-

• • gl. nnl.ng . 

h ~t r ip of land fi ve (5) fr{~ t wiele ac r oss the entire 
South side of the North llalf of tract l yi.ng West of 
Bl ock Three (3) in the south Creedc' Section of t he To\-m 
o f Cr eede , colorado . 

THE FOREGOING BEING SUBJECT '1'0 righLs of vJay for r oads I 

highwa\'s , ditclles , canals and utill.tics 

f!fS ItI 1Tt'1 ~ \ .Ea..lll w! .• ~ 
l I . 11K,;! .. II /U~.· t.t l. A '" 
I 1101 .. 4 § 
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