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SECTION II   
Local Historic Designation 
 Has the property received local historic designation?   
 [X] no    

 [  ] yes --- [ ] individually designated     [ ] designated as part of a historic district    
  Date designated     
  Designated by                                                             (Name of municipality or county) 
 
Use of Property 
 Historic   Single-family residential home; boarding house.   
 Current  Single-family residence.  
 
Original Owner   “Wilson & Hersperger” (ca. 1891).   
  Source of Information  DPL Digital Collection - Early Assessor’s Records. Est. by: Laura Ruttum Senturia.  
 
Year of Construction   ca. 1891    
  Source of Information DPL Digital Collection - Early Assessor’s Records; Colorado Escrow & Title Services, LLC 
                                           AND 1893 Sanborn Map. 
Architect, Builder, Engineer, Artist or Designer      
   Architect: W.H. Wrigley  Possible builder: L.E. White (associated w/ 2246 W. 34th Ave. - 1889).  
 Source of Information  DPL Digital Collection - Early Assessor’s Records. Est. by: Laura Ruttum Senturia  
 
Locational Status 
  [X] Original location of resource(s)    

 [  ] Resource(s) moved to current  location   
 Date of move        
 

For Office Use Only 
 
Property Type:    [ X ] building(s)    [  ] district    [  ] site    [  ] structure    [  ] object    [  ] area    
 
Architectural Style/Engineering Type: Queen Anne   

 
Period of Significance: 1891  
 
Level of Significance: [ X ] Local [  ] State [  ] National 
 
Multiple Property Submission: N/A   
 
Acreage  0.05   
 
P.M. 6 Township 3S Range  68 W     Section 28   Quarter Sections    
 

    Reference:  Zone  13 S Easting 498790 Northing 4401591     NAD83 
 

Site Elevation: 5350 feet 
 
 

 



COLORADO STATE REGISTER OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES   
 
Wilson & Hersperger House   Denver 
Name of Property                   County 
 
SECTION III   
 
DESCRIPTION AND ALTERATIONS  
(describe the current and original appearance of the property followed by a discussion of all alterations)  
 
Addressed as 2254 West 34th Avenue, the Wilson & Hersperger House is a two-story, brick with wood frame, Queen 
Anne-style home constructed ca. 1891, in the Lower Highlands of Denver adjacent to the Historic Potter Highlands 
neighborhood. The structure is the middle of three homes built in 1891 by Wilson & Hersperger, for the family associated 
with 2246 West 34th Avenue (ca. 1889). The 1,438 square-foot home, with a 228 square-foot cellar, is built on a 2,480 
square-foot property, and is remarkably similar to its “sisters” at 2250 W. 34th Ave. and 2258 W. 34th Ave. All three 
homes  feature design elements indicative of the Queen Anne style (ca. 1890 - ca. 1910) such as vertical orientation, 
asymmetrical massing, a prominent decorative porch, turned spindles, bargeboard, projecting gables, scalloped and 
shaped shingles, sunburst design, and the use of contrasting brick and wood materials. The property is in excellent 
condition considering its age, and retains a high-level of interior and exterior historic integrity. Historic Sanborn and Baist 
Maps show a midden/burn pit structure in the rear of the property at the time of construction, which has since been 
removed at an undetermined time. 
 
Setting & General Description 
 
The Wilson & Hersperger House is located in the ca. 1890s H. Witters Addition of northwest Denver, Colorado. The 
residential development is a mix of single-family homes dating from the 1880s to current, with many new duplexes and 
slot homes taking the place of older single-family homes, now demolished. The Wilson & Hersperger House is located 
one house in from the southeast corner of 34th Ave. and Wyandot Street. The southwest corner of 34th and Wyandot is 
home to a single-story multi-family apartment complex, the northwest corner comprises historic 1890’s mansions, and the 
northeast corner is an early 1920s single-story Denver Terrace duplex. The immediate neighborhood features streets 
lined by mature deciduous trees and many of the sidewalks, including the section that crosses the Wilson & Hersperger 
House, also feature their original large-form red flagstone steppers. Of note: at the time of 2254’s construction, 34th 
Avenue was known as Gray Street, and Wyandot Street was known as Kent Street. The latest use of Gray and Kent was 
found on a Sanborn Map (ca. 1893). 
 
The north edge of the property running along 34th Avenue comprises a professionally landscaped right-of-way (ca. 2015) 
with a mature honey locust, separated from the front yard by the original historic red flagstone stepper sidewalk. The 
elevated front yard comprises three raised-bed vegetable gardens (ca. 2015), a small stepper patio with table and chairs, 
and a cobble walk extending from the sidewalk to entry flanked by a small perennial garden bed.  
 
The house faces north toward 34th Avenue, and is highlighted by its original covered porch entry with ornamental design 
and address placard, and its double-gabled facade with scalloped shingles, turned spindles, bargeboard, and decorative 
trim and fascia. The red brick home rests on its original brick foundation with later parge coat reinforcement (date 
unknown). The home’s steep cross-gabled roof is covered with asphalt shingles, and slopes toward overhanging eaves. 
Two gabled dormers protrude east-west from the second level sitting room. The west facing slope includes two recently 
restored brick chimneys and respective chimney caps. All original windows were replaced in the 1980’s, except for three 
bathroom privacy windows installed in 2017 (first level) and 2019 (main bath). 
 
Apparent exterior additions or modifications that deviate from the home’s exterior visual historic integrity include: the 
second level “pop-top” main bedroom and bathroom with a Juliet balcony, above the first level bathroom and kitchen, and 
its south-facing plaster/stucco facade; the entry porch which includes rebuilt decking and concrete steps; and rear porch 
includes updated decking and concrete steps. 
 
 
Exterior Features  
 
North (Front) Side 
 
On the first floor, a large window with the original stone sill is framed by red brick in an ornamental sunburst pattern. The 
stone sill has been power-washed to its natural red/pink color, but remaining paint flecks suggest it may have been 
painted red, blue, and gray at separate times in the past. The vibrant red brick facade is in excellent condition, with the 
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most recent tuckpointing, repointing, and brick restoration occurring in ca. 2015.  
 
The most prominent first floor expression of Queen Anne architecture is the original gabled covered porch with its 
decorative turned spindle columns and railing. Scrolled ornamental patterning adorns the overhead porch facade with a 
carved wood address placard. The ceiling of the porch is narrow painted beadboard and the roof is asphalt metal flashing 
tracing the joints where the porch roof cornice meets the brick facade.  
 
Two poured concrete steps lead from the cobble walk to the porch floor which consists of narrow, once-painted wood 
boards. The concrete steps are part of a front foundation slab which also supports the porch decking. The decking is 
skirted by stapled wood trellis pieces. Within the porch, there is a 24in. railing with turned spindles. The entry consists of  
a modern metal storm door with a sliding window screen, and a modern wood door with a decorative oval privacy window 
with ornamental metal-work. The door is framed with a brick semi-arched top and decorative medallion molding, with a 
contemporary mailbox and single contemporary porch light located to the right. 
 
On the second floor, the facade consists of double-gables with scalloped shingles including diamond, hexagonal, and 
rounded in a horizontally-oriented design. There is one large window with an ornamental wood frame and ledgestone sill 
(guest bedroom); and is adorned with an ornamental footer and sunburst design. To the left, is a smaller box window with 
an ornamental wood frame and ledgestone sill. Both gables are adorned with round-patterned fascia indicative of the 
“gingerbread” style. New gutters were installed in ca. 2015. 
 
East Side 
 
On the first floor, a 5ft.-wide alley separating homes is the property of the Wilson & Hersperger House. The alley provides 
for some storage, and access to the backyard including a locking gate. The straight-face red brick has gray mortar, and 
includes a parge coat layer on the lower 18in. to protect the brick foundation. The first floor includes one large window 
(dining room) with a wood frame and wood beam sill, and includes decorative medallion molding, and a brick semi-arch 
atop. Toward the rear, there is one tall, narrow privacy window (first floor bath) with a new wood frame and original wood 
beam sill, with a brick semi-arch top. 
 
 
On the second floor, the straight-face red brick has gray mortar. In the rear, a section of newer brick demarcates the main 
bedroom addition (Lario ca. mid-late 1930’s). There is one small window (mid-first floor stairwell) with its original wood 
frame and wood beam sill. Located approximately mid-way, there is one medium gabled dormer window (second floor 
sitting room) with its original ornamental wood frame and wood beam sill, and historic awning hardware attached. There is 
a white plaster stucco facade below the asphalt roof peak.   
 
South Side (Rear) 
 
On the first floor, the straight-face red brick includes gray mortar, and is in good condition. On the right, there is one tall, 
narrow privacy window (first floor bath) with a new wood frame (installed ca. 2017), original wood beam sill, and brick 
semi-arch top. Below and to the left, there is one small, broken horizontal window (cellar) with a wood frame that was 
covered at an earlier time with wood board and insulation. The breaker panel and city meter are located midway, with a 
red plaster stucco “patch” of unknown origin/purpose, is located to the left. One tall, medium window (over the kitchen 
sink) includes its original wood frame and wood beam sill. This window was reframed and shortened, possibly when the 
kitchen was refurbished at an earlier time.    
 
At the rear porch entry, two poured concrete steps lead from a paver patio to a wood deck porch that is partly covered by 
the main bedroom Juliet balcony and its lattice skirt. The porch rests on a wood and concrete foundation, partly formed by 
the concrete steps, and is constructed of 2in. x 8in. decking, and includes a 34in. wood railing, and a security light. The 
entry consists of a wood and metal frame with a brick semi-arch top, and includes a metal security door, and a modern 
foam-core aluminum door with a dog door insert.  
 
On the second floor, a horizontal section of non-decorative bargeboard separates the first level from the second level 
main bedroom addition (Lario ca. mid-late 1930’s). The facade is white plaster stucco over brick and wood, with its main 
gable and secondary balcony gable. Straight fascia and trim lack the Queen Anne “gingerbread” ornamentation found on 
the north facade, and are in need of repair. To the right, a small privacy window (main bath) with dual pane sliding 
construction was installed ca. 2019, while maintaining the integrity of the original wood frame and its awning hooks and 
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hardware. To the left, there is one small wood frame window (main bedroom) with dual pane sliding construction.  
 
An attached Juliet balcony features a gabled dormer with asphalt roof and an exterior light attached. Screened windows 
open on each side of the 2in. x 4in. wood construction with painted particle board walls. The balcony can support weight, 
but is beginning to slouch and separate from the main house, thus deeming it unsafe for daily use.  
 
West Side 
 
On the first floor, a 5ft.-wide alley separating homes is the neighbor’s property (‘2258’). The straight-faced red brick has 
gray mortar, and includes a parge coat layer on the lower 18in. to protect the brick foundation. The first floor includes one 
large window (sitting room) with a wood frame and wood beam sill with decorative medallion molding, and a brick semi-
arch top (identical to the east side). Near the rear of the house, there is one tall, narrow double-paned window (kitchen) 
with a wood frame, wood beam sill, and brick semi-arch top. Located below, is one small, broken, horizontal window 
(cellar) with a wood frame. The window was covered at an earlier time with chicken wire and a wood panel, and includes a 
brick semi-arch top. 
 
On the second floor, the straight-face red brick has gray mortar. In the rear, a section of newer brick demarcates the main 
bedroom addition (added by the Lario family, ca. mid-late 1930’s). Located approximately mid-way, there is one medium 
gabled dormer window (second floor sitting room) with its original ornamental wood frame and wood beam sill, and 
historic awning hardware attached. There is a white plaster stucco facade below the asphalt roof peak.  
 
 
Exterior Alterations 
 
North (Front) Side Alterations 
 
On the first floor, the large window’s stone sill has been power washed to its natural color, but remaining paint flecks 
suggest it may have been painted red, blue, and gray at separate times in the past. The vibrant red brick facade is in 
excellent condition, with the most recent tuckpointing, repointing, and brick restoration occurring in ca. 2015. The two 
poured concrete steps leading to the porch entry are of modern construction (Est. ca. 1984-1985), and supported a ramp 
as seen in the property photo from A Guide to Colorado’s Historic Architecture and Engineering Second Ed.  
 
The entry consists of a modern metal storm door with a sliding window screen, and a modern wood door with a decorative 
oval privacy window with ornamental metalwork. A contemporary mailbox and single contemporary porch light are located 
to the right. 
 
On the second floor, some trim and fascia tracing the roofline gables was repaired to prevent small animal access ca. 
2015. New gutters and drains were installed ca. 2015. 
 
East Side Alterations 
 
On the first floor, toward the rear of the home one tall, narrow privacy window (first floor bath) with a new wood frame was 
installed ca. 2017, while maintaining the original dimensions and wood beam sill. The red brick facade is in good 
condition, with the most recent tuckpointing, repointing, and brick restoration occurring in ca. 2015. 
 
On the second floor, the rear section comprises newer brick demarcating the main bedroom addition (added during the 
Lario family residence, ca. mid-late 1930’s). 
 
South (Rear) Side Alterations 
 
On the first floor, one tall, narrow privacy window (first floor bath) with a new wood frame was installed ca. 2017, while 
maintaining the original dimensions and wood beam sill. The breaker panel and city meter are located midway, with a red 
plaster stucco “patch” of unknown origin/purpose, located to the left. One tall, medium window (over the kitchen sink) 
includes its original wood frame and wood beam sill. This window was reframed and shortened, possibly when the kitchen 
was refurbished at an earlier time. The entirety of the rear porch was constructed in the late 1930’s, with the two poured 
concrete steps likely constructed in the mid-1980’s. 
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The entirety of the second floor rear facade is not part of the original 1891 design, and was most likely added by Grace 
Lario in the mid-late 1930’s. Although the newer brick can be distinguished from the historic, the overall addition pays 
respect to the historic context and contributes to the multi-gabled roofline of the existing Queen Anne structure without 
detracting from its historic integrity. The only modern alteration includes the small privacy window (main bath) with dual 
pane sliding construction which was installed ca. 2019, while maintaining the integrity of the original wood frame and its 
awning hooks and hardware. 
 
West Side Alterations 
 
On the first floor, no significant modern exterior alterations are apparent. The red brick facade is in good condition, with 
the most recent tuckpointing, repointing, and brick restoration occurring in ca. 2015.   
 
On the second floor, the rear section comprises newer brick demarcating the main bedroom addition (Lario ca. mid-late 
1930’s). 
 
 
Interior Spaces and Features 
 
First Floor: 
The historic integrity of the interior floor plan of the Wilson & Hersperger House has been largely preserved/retained, 
though some updates and alterations have been made. 
 
On the first floor, the entry/foyer has an exposed brick wall and Red Oak hardwood flooring (ca. 2014). The entry includes 
the original wood staircase which features hand-crafted newels with feather design, and rails with turned spindle 
balusters. Decorative bullseye molding caps each stair rod. The space includes most of the original decorative 
baseboards, molding and trim. Of note: the frame of the pass-through from the foyer to the dining room displays evidence 
of door fixtures, suggesting past use as a formal locking doorway (potentially when the home was used as a boarding 
house). 
 
To the right is the living room, historically known as the “parlor,” which includes a high ceiling and Red Oak hardwood 
floors, and exposed brick above the fireplace. The room includes most of the original decorative baseboards, molding and 
trim, most prominent around the large north-facing front window, and pass-through. The historic fireplace has been 
updated with a gas fixture and front (date of alteration unknown). The hand-made wood mantle was likely built in the late 
1930s-1940’s due to wear patterns. White ceramic tile is used as decorative floor trim. A recessed bookcase was built into 
the vent build-out in 2017. 
 
The adjacent room now known as the parlor/reading room, includes a high, tiled-ceiling with ceiling fan, and Red Oak 
hardwood floors, and large west-facing double-framed window. Absent from the room are the decorative molding and trim 
found throughout the house. There is a buildout in the back corner which may be concealing the piping for the original 
location of the second level main bedroom. 
  
The adjacent dining room includes a lower drop ceiling with popcorn finish, Red Oak hardwood floors, and a  
large east-facing double-framed window.. The exact purpose of the drop ceiling is unclear (possibly concealing water 
pipes and electrical), and is most likely related to the second level pop-top main bedroom renovation in the mid- to late-
1930’s. The room features the home’s distinctive decorative baseboards, molding and trim, and includes a small closet 
housed below the entry stairwell. 
  
Off the dining room is the kitchen entry. The kitchen includes a drop ceiling with popcorn finish and ceramic tile floor. The 
room features the home’s distinctive decorative molding and trim, but lacks the original baseboards. The entire kitchen 
was renovated by the previous homeowner in ca. 2013-2014, including the floor, marble counters, wood cabinets and 
drawers, wood pantry, ceiling light fixtures, and new appliances. A rectangular build-out is found on the west wall which 
conceals the original kitchen stove chimney, and continues through the above main bedroom. One tall, narrow mid-wall 
window faces west, and one south-facing window is located above the sink. A door to the backyard is located to the right 
of the sink counter. To the left, there is a door to the bathroom, and a door to the cellar. 
  
The bathroom adjacent to the kitchen was entirely rebuilt in 2017. Due to extensive water damage and mold, the entire 
floor, subfloor, and plumbing were replaced, as well as much of the standard-height ceiling. The floors are black slate tile, 
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and the walls are predominantly white subway tile. The custom-built black marble vanity and wood cabinets mirror the 
orientation of the previous (non-historic) design. The bathtub, toilet, sink, and light fixtures are also contemporary. Two 
tall, narrow sliding windows were replaced with static privacy windows, and set in rebuilt wood frames in 2017. 
 
Next to the bathroom is the cellar door. A stairwell leads to the basement with a very low ceiling of exposed beams and a 
concrete floor. The usable space is fairly small, and comprises the space below the kitchen and adjoining bathroom. An 
east-west brick wall separates the usable space, and the dirt and rubble crawlspace which comprises two-thirds of the 
space below the first floor. Much of the brick foundation is exposed with some plaster and concrete patching. The water 
heater and furnace were replaced in 2015, and air conditioning was retrofitted. The walls below the bathroom were 
covered with a layer of white mold-remediation paint. It is possible that when the home was used as a boarding house in 
leaner times, someone may have rented this space and slept below the stairs. 
 
The entry stairwell leading to the second floor sitting room includes one landing, and a small east-facing vent window with 
decorative trim and molding. Of note: the pass-through at the top of the stairs shows signs of being utilized as a formal, 
locking door from its boarding house days. Aside from the main bath, all rooms on the second floor feature carpeted 
floors, installed ca. 2019. On the second floor and to the right, is the spare bedroom. 
 
Second Floor: 
The spare bedroom features sloping ceilings resulting from the front facing gabled roofline. The room includes an entry 
door with its original glass transom window, one small closet, one small north-facing box-window, and one medium north-
facing window. The original decorative trim and molding found on the first floor is present in this room, as well as the 
original baseboards. A rectangular build-out on the west wall runs floor to ceiling, concealing the original chimney flue.  
  
The sitting room is particularly large as it used to be the original main bedroom and bathroom, before the Lario addition in 
the mid- to late-1930s. The ceiling is standard height, with angular slopes influenced by the roof line. A ceiling fan/light 
was installed in 2019. The space features one east-facing dormer window, and one west-facing dormer window, with 
ornamental trim and molding. Two closets also include the ornamental trim and molding. A doorway with a 2in. step, leads 
to the main bedroom.  
 
The pop-top main bedroom has an associated bathroom, closet, and balcony. . This addition was originally thought to 
have been built in the 1910’s - 1920’s due to the screened-in balcony, indicative of the Tuberculosis porches which 
proliferated in Denver, at the time. However, when the main bathroom was renovated in 2019, the contractors were 
convinced that the brickwork and framing materials were highly indicative of 1930’s to pre-WWII, which better aligns with 
Grace Lario’s purchase of the home from her parents in 1936.The main bedroom features a standard height ceiling with 
corner slopes due to the east-west gable roofline. A ceiling fan/light was installed ca. 2019. The broad trim and 
baseboards have clean lines, and no ornamentation.  One medium window faces west, and one medium window faces 
south. A door on the south wall opens to a screened-in Romeo and Juliet balcony with gabled roof, which is unusable due 
to safety concerns. A rectangular build-out runs from floor to ceiling on the west wall, concealing the historic kitchen stove 
chimney and flue. The closet ceiling is sloped due to the roofline, and includes built-in shelving. A sliding barn door leads 
to the main bathroom.  
 
The main bathroom was entirely rebuilt in 2019. Due to terminal water damage and mold, the entire floor, subfloor, and 
plumbing were replaced. Some water damaged drywall facing was removed behind the toilet, exposing the historic red 
brick wall backing. The ceiling is standard height, and slopes with the roofline. The floors are black slate tile, and the walls 
are predominantly white subway tile, with a custom cut-glass shower partition. The toilet, sink, shower, and light fixtures 
are all contemporary. One sliding, double-paned privacy box window was installed with a rebuilt wood frame in 2019. 
 
INTEGRITY 
(discuss the property’s historic integrity) 
 
The essential physical features of the Wilson & Hersperger House are the home’s vertical orientation, asymmetrical 
massing, prominent decorative porch entry, multiple projecting gables, dormers, sunburst detailing, and contrasting 
materials including brick and wood (bargeboard, scalloped and shaped shingles, turned spindles) - all classic details of 
Queen Anne-style architecture and design. These essential features largely remain intact and are easily visible on the 
front facade and from 34th Avenue, but are in need of repair by a reputable historic home preservation contractor. 
Because this property is being nominated under Criterion C, retention of design, workmanship, and materials are of the 
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utmost importance.  
 
The Wilson & Hersperger House retains these aspects of integrity to a high degree, as well as the integrity of location, 
setting, feeling, and its continued contextual association with its equally historic “sister” neighbors. Of note: the historic 
integrity of the Wilson & Hersperger House is demonstrated by the inclusion of a photo of its facade as an excellent 
example of Queen Anne architecture in, “A Guide to Colorado’s Historic Architecture and Engineering.” Office of 
Archaeology and Historic Preservation, Colorado Historical Society. Second Edition.1 
 
Location: The Wilson & Hersperger House stands on the original parcel of land where it was constructed. The home, 
therefore, retains its integrity of location. 
 
Design: The house retains strong integrity of design. As evidenced by historic Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Baist’s 
Maps, and early Tax Assessor Records, the building’s footprint has remained essentially the same since first documented 
in 1891. The original roof form, massing, arrangement of interior spaces, and fenestration remain intact, with the notable 
exception being the main bedroom addition in the mid- to late-1930’s which added an east-west peak and west-facing 
gable to the roofline. The Wilson & Hersperger House retains its character-defining features typical of the Queen Anne 
style including its vertical orientation, asymmetrical massing, multiple gables, and its stunning ornamental woodwork 
including gingerbread trim, scalloped and shaped shingles, and covered porch entry featuring turned spindles. The design 
of the mid- to late-1930’s main bedroom addition compliments the historic roofline by continuing the original north-south 
peak, and also by adding a smaller west-facing gable perpendicular to the dominant north-south peak. All original 
windows were replaced in the 20th Century (except cellar windows), but the fenestration pattern is unchanged. The 
interior floor plan also retains excellent historic architectural integrity.   
 
Setting: The setting retains a high degree of integrity Immediately adjacent to the Historic Potter-Highlands District, the 
Wilson & Hersperger House is sandwiched between its “sister” homes and “parent” home contemporaries intact, and with 
facades representative of their Queen Anne design. However, the rest of the 2200 block and associated neighborhood is 
a patchwork of modern duplexes and slot homes, dotted with historic single-family residences. A mid-20th Century single-
level apartment complex comprises the southwest corner of 32nd Ave. and Wyandot St. Large historic (1880s and 1890s) 
homes stand on the northwest corner. Across 34th Ave. is a historic duplex, flanked by original historic single-family 
homes. The east end of the 2200 block predominantly comprises modern duplexes, with a historic church in disrepair. Old 
growth trees still line the original historic flagstone sidewalks. 
 
Materials: The building’s most visually prominent and architecturally significant materials are its red brick construction and 
ornamental woodwork in the form of scalloped and shaped shingles, bargeboard, sunburst design, and covered entry 
porch with turned spindle columns and railing. Plaster stucco covers the south-facing facade, and west-facing gable 
facade associated with the main bedroom addition. As noted, all windows are predominantly modern replacements. Much 
historic material within the interior of the building remains intact including the wood stairwell and its associated decorative 
newels and railing, exposed brick, ornamental trim and molding framing flow-throughs and some windows, a historic wood 
fireplace mantle, with contemporary Red Oak hardwood floors.  
 
Workmanship: The Wilson & Hersperger House retains a high level of integrity regarding workmanship. Its prominent 
entry porch, scalloped and shaped shingle facade, and detailed interior stairway newels are just some of the elements 
indicative of the craftsmanship and deliberate care-in-construction, typical of late-19th Century architecture. Interior 
molding and trim was professionally painted in 2020, and highlights the historic decorative floral patterns and round 
molding. 
 
Feeling: The exterior and interior of the building continue to evoke a sense of Queen Anne Victorian-era (ca. 1890 - ca. 
1910) design and craftsmanship. This is only enhanced by its predominantly intact historic context shared by itnearby 
homes.   
 
Association: The property retains good historic integrity of association as it retains the physical characteristics and 
footprint of the home built by Wilson & Hersperger in 1891, and the modern property lines are consistent with historic 
surveys. Though historically used as a multi-tenant boarding house at times, it remains a single-family home. Absent is 
the historic midden-burn pit originally located at the south-end of the property line. 

                                                 
1 Also found on the History Colorado website: https://www.historycolorado.org/queen-anne1 

https://www.historycolorado.org/queen-anne
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SECTION IV   
 
Significance of Property 
 

   Nomination Criteria 
 

   [  ] A - property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history 

    [  ] B - property is connected with persons significant in history 

     [X] C - property has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction or artisan 

   [  ] D - property is of geographic importance 

   [  ] E - property contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history 

 
 Areas of Significance 
     
[  ] Agriculture 
[X] Architecture 
[  ] Archaeology –  
  prehistoric    
[  ] Archaeology –  
  historic 
[  ] Art 
[  ]  Commerce 
[  ] Communications 
[  ] Community  
  Planning and  
  Development 
[  ] Conservation 

[  ] Economics  
[  ] Education 
[  ] Engineering  
[  ] Entertainment/ 
  Recreation 
[  ] Ethnic Heritage 
[  ] Exploration/ 
  Settlement  
[  ] Geography/ 
  Community Identity 
[  ] Health/Medicine 
[  ] Industry 
[  ] Invention 

[  ] Landscape      
  Architecture  

[  ] Law 
[  ] Literature 
[  ] Military 
[  ] Performing Arts 
[  ] Politics/ 
  Government 
[  ] Religion 
[  ] Science 
[  ] Social History 
[  ] Transportation
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SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT  
(Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance, applicable criteria, areas of 
significance, and justification for the period of significance.) 
 
The Wilson & Hersperger House is locally significant under Criterion C for Architecture for the year 1891 as an excellent 
example of Queen Anne style, and indicative of Victorian period design popular in Colorado, between 1880 and 1910. 
Most notably, the Wilson & Hersperger House is used as a visual example of Queen Anne-Victorian architecture in, “A 
Guide to Colorado’s Historic Architecture and Engineering.” Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, Colorado 
Historical Society. Second Edition.2  
 
Per the “Historic Architecture and Engineering Guide”: 

Queen Anne is perhaps the most ornate style of the Victorian period evident in Colorado. Popular between 1880 and 
1910, the style varies from the highly decorative to a more restrained version found in many residential 
neighborhoods. General characteristics include a vertical orientation, asymmetrical massing, corner towers and bays, 
prominent decorative porches, projecting gables, and contrasting materials, particularly brick and wood.The degree 
of ornamentation usually distinguishes the high style. Ornamentation is emphasized on a high style Queen Anne 
through the use of scalloped and painted shingles in the gables, decorative bargeboards, sunburst detailing, and 
turned spindles on porches and balconies. The corner tower is prominent, but not always found on high style 
buildings, nor is it always located on the corner.Simpler Queen Anne buildings are less ornate, but usually feature 
shingled gables, asymmetrical massing, and some decorative detailing. These examples have enough decoration to 
distinguish them as members of the stylistic category. 

 
Although Wilson & Hersperger House retains important stylistic features such as scalloped and shaped shingles; turned 
spindles, sunburst detailing, porch, bargeboard and multiple gables and is an excellent, well preserved example of the 
type for the area.  
 
DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY / ADDITIONAL HISTORIC CONTEXT INFORMATION (if appropriate) 
 
Adapted from theDenver Public Library, Potter-Highlands Neighborhood History3  

“Situated on a hill northwest of the Platte River, overlooking the city, are the Highlands of Denver. The Highlands is not 
just one district, but many, and was originally a city in its own right. It was incorporated in 1875. By 1890, Highlands 
included more than thirty-five separate sub-divisions (including H. Witters). The city had high aspirations of its own, 
touting clean air high above the smoke and industry of Denver, clean artesian water, and most important, clean morals. 
Although liquor was not forbidden in Highlands, liquor licenses were so expensive that none were issued until well after 
Prohibition. 

The hopes and glory of Highlands were short-lived. There were major transportation difficulties crossing the South 
Platte into Denver and climbing the hill up to Highlands. These problems and the 1893 Silver Crash, which strained the 
town’s finances, led to a vote by Highlands citizens in 1896 to annex Highlands to Denver. 

In 1858, the Gold Rush brought fortune seekers of various kinds to the area. Two towns were founded: Auraria, 
located between the Platte River and Cherry Creek, and Denver City, situated east of Cherry Creek and southeast of 
the Platte. A third community, across the Platte from Auraria, was called Highland and was founded in 1858 by 
General William Larimer, a land promoter, and his friend, David C. Collier. Auraria and Denver City fought constantly 
over which town was more important. They soon realized that for their own survival they must cooperate, and thus in 
1859 they merged and became Denver. Highland was included and was officially known as North Denver. One year 
later, on February 28, 1861, Congress formed the Colorado Territory. 

Artesian water was discovered by R. L. McCormick while he was boring for coal near West 17th Avenue and Federal 
                                                 
2 Currently found at: https://www.historycolorado.org/colorados-historic-architecture-engineering-guide 
More specifically: https://www.historycolorado.org/queen-anne 
3 Denver Public Library “Potter Highlands Neighborhood History,” Digital: https://history.denverlibrary.org/potter-highlands-
neighborhood-history 

https://www.historycolorado.org/colorados-historic-architecture-engineering-guide
https://www.historycolorado.org/queen-anne
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Boulevard. At a time when many of Denver’s residents needed strainers on their taps to filter out small fish and other 
debris from their water, Highlands could boast pure, clean, fresh well water. 

Highlands’ pure air was another important selling point for the town. In fact, while tuberculosis was the country’s 
number one killer, and unpolluted dry air, rest, and good food were the only known remedies, it was only natural that 
Colorado and Highlands attracted many people in search of a cure. There were numerous sanitariums in the 
Highlands, the largest of which, the Oakes Home, was located in Potter-Highlands.” 

Although the name “Highlands” implies that the area was originally a Scottish settlement, it was actually settled by 
many ethnic groups. Many Scots did settle in Highlands, however, as did the English, Germans, Welsh, and Cornish. 
The area later became home to a number of distinct immigrant groups: first the Irish, then the Italians, and later 
Latinos. 

Wilson & Hersperger 

According to Early Tax Assessors Records, “Wilson & Hersperger” were the original owners and developers of the 
northwest corner of Block 8. The first home built on the property was built in 1889 (Wilson), and is currently addressed 
2246 W. 34th Ave. At the time of construction (1889 and 1891), through 1898, 34th Avenue was known as Gray Street, 
and Wyandot was known as Kent Street. Current addresses and their historic counterparts are listed as follows: 

Known Wilson & Hersperger Houses: 

Current Address Historic Address (if applicable) Year Built 

2246 W. 34th Ave 823 Gray Street 1889 

2250 W. 34th Ave 815 Gray Street 1891 

2254 W. 34th Ave 813 Gray Street 1891 

2258 W. 34th Ave 811 Gray Street 1891 

3330 Wyandot St NA 1895 

3334 Wyandot St NA 1895 

3340 Wyandot St NA 1895 

 
Research into exactly who “Wilson” and “Hersperger” were has yielded no definitive results regarding their identities, and 
neither resided in any of the homes built on the property. Potential matches for “Wilson” in the historic record include 
Joseph Wilson, the Denver architect and real estate investor; and “Charles F. Wilson” and “James H. Wilson,” who were 
in real estate at the time, per the Denver City Directory.  
 
No listings for “Hersperger” are found in the Denver City Directory between 1885 and 1910, suggesting they did not live in 
the area, and the investment was real estate for profit. Per Ancestry.com, there are only a couple entries for “Hersperger” 
in Colorado at the time, but the most likely candidate includes a ranching family from the La Junta area that was buying up 
tens-of-thousands of acres of grazing land from La Junta to Limon between 1890 and 1892, and include the family 
members: John M., Tilghman B., Daniel B., James W., and J. Clay Hersperger. Though their primary investments 
included grazing land on the eastern plains, it is possible they may have made a foray into Denver as the city was 
booming. 

William H. Wrigley, Architect (b: 1845 - d: 1898) 

No architect is listed for the first home built on the property (2246 W. 34th Ave.), but Early Tax Assessors Records list 
“W.H. Wrigley” as the architect for 2250, 2254, and 2258 West 34th Avenue; and presumably 3330, 3334, and 3340 
Wyandot Street (built approx. ca. 1895). Born in Pennsylvania in 1845, William H. Wrigley moved to Denver with his 
wife Mary and daughter Lillie in 1887. A lawyer by education, Wrigley saw potential in Denver’s booming population 
and founded the Denver Planing Mill and Manufacturing Company (Blake St.), ca. 1890. From 1891 until his death in 
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1898, Wrigley not only identifies as the President and Treasurer of the Denver Planing Mill and Manufacturing 
Company, but also worked in carpentry and real estate. Oddly, the only year which Wrigley identifies as an “architect” 
in the Denver City Directory is 1893, possibly contributing to his relative obscurity as such. Another factor which may 
contribute to Wrigley’s apparent lack of a substantial architectural presence in Denver may be his early death in 1898, 
from unknown causes. 

The Wrigley family resided at 119 Wanless from 1891 to 1897, not far from 2254 W. 34th Ave.. Though William’s 
daughter Lillie is mentioned in the Denver City Directory for the years 1890 to 1898, working as a clerk and 
bookkeeper (presumably for Denver Planing Mill), his wife Mary does not appear in the directory until after her 
husband’s death, when she appears as a real estate dealer. 

List of William H. Wrigley architecture in Denver, per Early Tax Assessors Records: 

Cross-Streets Year Built House type Builder Owner 

Kent & Scott 1889 Brick terraces (5) Morrison & 
McDonalds 

H. Trowbridge 

25th and 26th Avenues 1890 Brick dwellings (2) FM Irish Denver Planing Mill 

Bert and Kent 1891 Brick addition to 
church 

Day work North Presbyterian 
Church 

Clear Creek and Wiiter 1891 Brick dwelling BC Savage Dr. William 
Smedley4 

Kent and Gray 1891 Dwellings (5) Unknown Wilson & Herperger 

10th and 11th Avenues 1891 Brick dwellings (2) HH Buell WF Hill 

Scott & Murdock 1892 Brick addition Royse Dr. William Smedley 

Lincoln between 8th and 9th 1893 Brick dwellings (4) J. Blodgett Catherine Rigden 

 
Notable Early Boarders/Occupants of 813 Gray St./2254 W. 34th Ave. (ca. 1891 - 
1901): 
 
The Denver City Directory indicates that no individual or family resided at the 
property for more than two consecutive years between 1891 and 1901, 
suggesting the home may have been utilized as the equivalent of a rental 
property or boarding house, possibly by the Sherman Family occupying “823” 
and “815 Gray”, or Wilson and Hersperger. 
 
The only notable boarder in the early years was Reverend William Alfred Coad 
(one year, 1891). A minister at Broadway Baptist, and partner in Comstock and 
Coad Publishing, Reverend Coad was also instrumental in the formation of 
Emmanuel Baptist church in North Denver in 1890. Other boarders included: 
Alfred L. Brown (ca. 1892), a car builder for Denver and Rio Grande Railroad; 
Leon H. Wilson (ca. 1892), a printer at the Colorado Sun; James T. Ritchie (ca. 
1896), who worked in mining; James R. Smith (1898), a stenographer; and 
William G. Newlands (ca. 1898), who worked in dry goods. 
 
 

  

                                                 
4 Of note: “Dr. Wm (William) Smedley” is likely to have been the well-recognized Dr. Smedley who was first president of the Denver Dental 
Association, and was on the board of directors of the North Side School District. He was also an active member of the Colorado Humane Society and 
an early member of the Denver Chamber of Commerce. His other community involvement included the Denver Philosophical Society, the State 
Forestry Association and the Colorado Mountain Club. 

Figure 1: Photo of Dr. William Smedley. 
Courtesy of Denver Public Library Special 
Collection (1886-1901). 
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Richard J. Williams Family (ca. 1901 - 1925) 
 
Although the early records are missing, it is likely the first transfer of property ownership from Wilson and Hersperger 
occurred in 1901, at which time Richard J. Williams and his family became the first consistent occupants of the home 
since its construction. Richard J. Williams was born in Wisconsin in 1856, to parents of Welsh heritage, and came to 
Denver with his family (wife, Sarah E. b: 1858; son, John S. b: 1886; and daughter, Jessie M. b: 1890), in 1901. 
 
Throughout their time in the home, both Richard and John were consistently employed in the burgeoning express 
messenger business, working first as messengers and then clerk auditors for such companies as the Denver & Rio 
Grande Railroad Express, Pullman Company, Globe Express Company, Wells Fargo & Company Express, and American 
RyExpress. Both appeared to be successful in their careers, but John seemed to have the most ambition as he rose to 
higher ranks of clerk manager and clerk Vice-President. 
 
The first verifiable entry for Wilson & Hersperger’s transfer of ownership in the Early Tax Assessors Records occurs when 
John Sherman Williams (Grantee #11) purchased the home in 1913. By all accounts, the Williams family continued to live 
in the home until 1925, when the home was purchased by John and Elizabeth Stich. 
 
Stich & Grace Lario Years (ca. 1925 - 1958) 

The occupants of the Wilson & Hersperger House with the broadest cultural 
footprint may have been Grace Lario (m. Stich), and her parents, John & Elizabeth 
Stich, owners of the property from 1925 to 1958. John and Elizabeth Stich moved 
from Montana to Colorado around 1920 to be closer to their daughter Grace, and 
her husband, Cully E. Lario, who married in Denver, June 8, 1911. John and 
Elizabeth Stich (Grantee #33) eventually purchased the Wilson & Hersperger 
House in 1925, and operated it as a boarding house. However, John Stich’s 
primary employment was as a cigar maker for La Dez Cigar, Co, for whom he 
worked nearly two decades. Grace was a talented pianist employed at the 
Crescent Theater, and Cully was employed as a cashier at Public Service 
Company of Denver. 

While Cully and Grace were living at 3322 Vine St. (property still standing); on 
December 20, 1933, Cully was killed by five gunshots, mainly to the body. By 
proximity, Grace was the lead suspect, and insisted he was suicidal in the weeks 
leading up to, and more specifically, on the morning of his disappearance and 
subsequent death. Grace insisted it must have been a twisted form of suicide, or 
payback for money he owed to his gambling debts. Cully Lario was a well-known 
gambler, and frequented the gambling halls of Larimer St. for many years up until 
his death. Some suspected a conspiracy between the cops who “regulated” activity 
in the gambling hall, a group of gamblers, and Grace Lario existed to conceal the 
true nature of the murder. As the case went to court, a contingent of Denver 

detectives continued to insist the cause of death was suicide, supporting Grace Lario’s claims. Grace Lario was 
eventually acquitted, but the story was widely documented not only through the Mountain West but also found a 
national audience, and was inflated by tabloid-esque articles ranging from the San Francisco Examiner to the 
Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph.  

In late-1935, Grace Lario left her property on Vine Street, and moved into her mother and father’s boarding house at 
2254 W. 34th Ave. She then purchased the home from her parents in early-1936. Only a few months after Grace 
purchased the home, her father died of an apparent suicide due to “taking a few drinks.” A teetotaller for over a 
decade, Grace’s father John was found dead in his car in the neighbor’s garage (possibly “2246”), by a shotgun 
pointed at his temple. Grace and her mother continued to operate the home as a boarding house, often renting to 
musicians and the occasional laborer. After Grace passed away from unknown causes in 1955, Elizabeth remained in 
the home until 1958. The next person to take residence in the Wilson & Hersperger House was Mrs. Josephine Garcia, 
in 1959.  

  

Figure 2 Press photo of Grace Lario ca. 
1934. Courtesy of Historic Images 
Outlet, reprinted here for informational 
purposes only. 
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1960 - Present 

Nearly all information regarding ownership/occupancy of the Wilson & Hersperger House is missing between ca. 1959 
and 1993. The last occupants from 1958 to 1960 were Ms. Josephine Garcia (widow of Max). and Larry R. Montez. 
Very little information exists regarding each, but it appears Josephine was retired, and Larry Montez was a laborer at 
the Denver Transfer Company. 

The next entry in the public record occurs in 1993, when Jeffrey Virgil. Vigil is listed as the next owner of Wilson & 
Hersperger House. Anecdotal information gleaned from an interview with neighbor Nick Munoz at 2258 W. 34th Ave. 
(neighbor since 1970) suggests Jeffrey Vigil, a.k.a. Buffalo, assumed ownership of Wilson & Hersperger House from 
his mother in 1991, and estimated his mother’s ownership to have begun ca. 1983-1984. The entry porch ramp, 
apparent in the photo found at History Colorado, was built by Buffalo so he and his friends could park their motorcycles 
in the house. Upon Jeffrey Vigil’s death in 1993, his wife Robyn D. assumed ownership of the home until 1994, when 
the home was sold to Jonathon Roy Gomez. Gomez lived in the home until 2014. In 2014, the current owner Erik 
Husman purchased the home from the Gomez family. 

According to an interview with neighbor Nick Munoz, through much of the 1970s and 1980s, the neighborhood 
maintained a feeling of community based on families, often with multiple children, interacting on a daily basis. A farm 
still existed at the east end of the 2200 block. Multiple small grocery stores and bodegas dotted the neighborhood, and 
children were safe to roam many blocks without parental supervision. As the children and families aged out of the 
neighborhood in the late-1980’s, the area experienced higher rates of crime and many properties fell into disrepair. The 
area, once known as the North Side, is now referred to as LoHi (Lower Highlands), as young urban professionals and 
their families gravitate to a reinvigorated, walkable neighborhood filled with restaurants, shopping, and services.  
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 SECTION V   
 
GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
 
Verbal Boundary Description of Nominated Property     

 (describe the boundaries of the nominated property) 
 
The boundaries of the resource include Lot 4&5, Block 8, of the H. Witters subdivision N Denver excluding 
the north 96 ft. of the East 14 ft. and 2 in. of Lot 4, and of the West 11 ft. and 8 in. of Lot 5, Subdivision of Lot 
3, Block 8, H. Witters Addition to North Denver County of Denver, State of Colorado The boundary includes the 
historic house, a professionally landscaped right-of-way, original historic red flagstone public walk, front yard 
vegetable garden, 1,438 sq. ft. two-story residence, and a professionally landscaped backyard. 
 
  

https://www.newspapers.com/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/91350341
https://www.newspapers.com/image/458103168
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Official Map (show location of property on map) 
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SECTION VI   
 
PHOTOGRAPH LOG 

 The following information pertains to photographs numbers 1- 63, except as noted: 
 
 Name of Property: Wilson & Hersperger 
 Location: Denver  
 Photographer: Erik P. Husman, unless otherwise noted  
 Date of Photographs: ca. September 2022, unless otherwise noted 
 
Photo No. Description of View and Direction of Camera 
 1.   North (front) facade, camera facing southeast.  
 2.   View of the front porch, camera facing south.   
 3.   View of the front porch interior decking and door, camera facing south. 
 4.   Detail of decorative brick framing the front window, camera facing south. 
 5.   View of east-facing exterior brick facade, camera facing south. 
 6.   Photo of the first floor east-facing dining room window and second floor dormer, camera facing west. 
 7.   Photo of newer brick delineating the second floor main bedroom addition, camera facing southwest. 
 8.   Photo of west-facing exterior, camera facing south-southeast. 
 9.   Photo of first floor west-facing sitting room window and second floor dormer, camera facing northeast. 
 10. Original west-facing cellar window, camera facing northeast. 
 11. South-facing facade (backyard), camera facing north-northwest. 
 12. South-facing first floor bathroom privacy window, camera facing northeast. 
 13. South-facing cellar window, camera facing northwest. 
 14. South-facing kitchen window, camera facing north. 
 15. Rear porch with kitchen entry, camera facing northwest. 
 16. Foyer hallway looking into the dining room, camera facing south. 
 17. Entry foyer and front door, camera facing north. 
 18. Living room (front room/original parlor) with fireplace mantle, camera facing west. 
 19. Living room and front window, camera facing north. 
 20. Living room (to the left is the foyer, to the right is the sitting room), camera facing southeast. 
 21. Photo of the sitting room with its west-facing window to the right, camera facing south. 
 22. Sitting room with west-facing window and living room to the right, camera facing northwest. 
 23. Photo of dining room and its east-facing window, camera facing east. 
 24. Dining room leading into the kitchen, camera facing south. 
 25. Dining room with the closet located below the stairwell, camera facing northeast. 
 26. Dining room with the sitting room to the left and foyer hallway to the right, camera facing northwest. 
 27. View from the dining room into the kitchen, camera facing south. 
 28. Kitchen with its west-facing window, camera facing west-northwest. 
 29. View of kitchen, camera facing northwest. 
 30. View from the kitchen into the dining room and foyer, camera facing north. 
 31. First floor bathroom renovated ca. 2017, camera facing east-southeast. 
 32. First floor bathroom vanity, camera facing north-northwest. 
 33. First floor bathroom with south-facing privacy window, camera facing southwest. 
 34. Stairwell leading into the cellar from the kitchen, camera facing east. 
 35. Cellar view from the bottom of the stairwell, camera facing west. 
 36. Cellar crawl space entry, camera facing north-northwest. 
 37. Cellar brick wall with some plaster repair, camera facing southeast. 
 38. Stairwell in foyer leading to second floor with newel, camera facing southeast. 
 39. Leaf detailing on the lower newel, camera facing northeast. 
 (Photos continued) 
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 40. Stairwell detail and handcrafted landing newel, camera facing southeast.  
 41. Leaf detailing on lower end of landing newel, camera facing southeast. 
 42. Second floor sitting room with west-facing dormer window, camera facing southwest. 
 43. Second floor sitting room with a door leading to the main bedroom, camera facing south-southwest. 
 44. Second floor sitting room with east-facing dormer window, camera facing east-northeast. 
 45. View from sitting room toward guest bedroom doorway with transom, camera facing south. 
 46. Guest bedroom with its large north-facing window, camera facing northwest. 
 47. Smaller north-facing window in the guest bedroom, camera facing northeast. 
 48. View of guest bedroom transom doorway, camera facing southeast. 
 49. View from the doorway into the main bedroom with its south-facing window, camera facing south. 
 50. Main bedroom west-facing window, camera facing west-northwest. 
 51. Main bedroom, camera facing northwest. 
 52. Main bedroom entry and closet, camera facing east-northeast. 
 53. Main bedroom south-facing window and barn door leading to bathroom, camera facing southeast. 
 54. Main bathroom renovated ca. 2019, camera facing northeast. 
 55. Main bathroom renovated ca. 2019 with west-facing privacy window, camera facing southeast. 
 56. Main bathroom west-facing privacy window and subway tile, camera facing southwest. 
 57. View of the covered 4’ x 6’ balcony porch from the main bedroom, camera facing south-southeast. 
 58. View from the front porch, camera facing west. 
 59. View from the front porch, camera facing northwest. 
 60. View from the front porch including landscaped right-of-way, camera facing north. 
 61. View from the front porch, camera facing northeast. 
 62. View from the back porch of the landscaped backyard (ca. 2015 - 2022), camera facing southeast. 
 63. View of backyard from alley gate, camera facing southwest. 
 64. View from across 34th Ave. L to R - 2246, 2250, 2254, 2258 W. 34th Ave.; camera facing south. 
 65. View from across 34th Ave. R to L - 2258, 2254, 2250, 2246 W. 34th Ave.; camera facing southeast.  
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1. North (front) facade, camera facing southeast. Note the scalloped and shaped shingles, turned spindles, multiple 
gables, and decorative entry porch. Photo taken September 14, 2022.  
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2. View of covered porch entry with turned spindles, carved-wood address placard, and ornamental fascia design. Photo 
taken November 5, 2022. 
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3. View of the front porch entry and door. Note the brick semi-arch above the door frame. Photo taken September 26, 
2022.  
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4. Photo of decorative brick framing the front window. Photo taken September 26, 2022.  
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5. East-facing exterior brick wall with associated alley leading to backyard gate. Photo taken September 26, 2022.  
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6. Photo of the first floor east-facing dining room window with decorative molding, and brick semi-arch. Above, is the 
second floor east-facing dormer window with decorative trim and molding. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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7. Photo noting layer of new brick delineating the second floor main bedroom addition. Includes first floor 
bathroom east-facing privacy window with new wood frame (ca. 2017). Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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8. Photo of west-facing exterior, and first floor sitting room’s west-facing window with decorative molding. The alley is 
property of 2258 W. 34th Ave. Photo taken September 19, 2022. 
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9. Photo of the first floor west-facing sitting room window with decorative molding, and brick semi-arch. Above, is the 
second floor west-facing dormer window with decorative trim and molding. Photo taken September 19, 2022. 
 



COLORADO STATE REGISTER OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES   
 
Wilson & Hersperger House  Denver 
Name of Property                   County 
 

 
10. Original west-facing cellar window. Photo taken September 19, 2022. 
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11. South-facing facade (backyard) with red brick first floor and kitchen entry porch and railing formed by the above main 
bedroom balcony. Note the second floor plaster/stucco facade of the main bedroom addition in the mid- to late-1930s. 
Photo taken September 19, 2022. 
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12. South-facing first floor bathroom privacy window with new wood frame (ca. 2017). Photo taken September 19, 2022. 
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13. South-facing cellar window covered with interior wood board. Photo taken September 19, 2022. 
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14. South-facing kitchen window. Photo taken September 19, 2022. 
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15. Rear porch with kitchen entry. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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16. Foyer hallway looking south into the dining room, including the stairwell to second level with its original wood steps, 
handcrafted newels and railing, and decorative molding (painted ca. 2021). Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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17. Entry foyer, facing front door. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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18. Living room (front room/original parlor) with fireplace mantle, built-in bookshelves, and original baseboards. Photo 
taken September 14, 2022. 
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19. Living room. View looking north toward the front window. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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20. Living room. To the left is the foyer, to the right is the sitting room. Note the original decorative trim and molding. Photo 
taken September 14, 2022. 
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21. Photo of the sitting room with its west-facing window to the right. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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22. Sitting room with west-facing window and living room to the right. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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23. Photo of dining room and its east-facing window. Note the drop ceiling. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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24. Dining room leading into the kitchen. Note the drop ceiling. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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25. Dining room with the closet located below the stairwell. Note the pass-through from the foyer into the dining room had 
a locking door in the past, most likely when the home was utilized as a boarding house. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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26. Dining room with the sitting room to the left, and foyer hallway to the right. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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27. View from the dining room into the kitchen with its south-facing window. The cellar and bathroom doors are to the left, 
the door to the backyard is to the right of the counter. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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28. Kitchen with its west-facing window. Note the build-out next to the fridge which conceals the chimney flue for the 
historic kitchen stove. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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29. Kitchen counters, cabinets, and drawers with appliances. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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30. View from the kitchen into the dining room and foyer. The door with the bag on its handle leads to the cellar. Note the 
painted decorative trim. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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31. First floor bathroom renovated ca. 2017. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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32. First floor bathroom vanity. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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33. First floor bathroom with south-facing privacy window and subway tile shower and tub. Photo taken September 14, 
2022. 
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34. Stairwell leading into the cellar from the kitchen. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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35. Cellar view from the bottom of the stairwell. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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36. Cellar crawl space entry. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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37. Cellar brick wall with some plaster repair. The boarded window faces south into the backyard. The white finish is mold 
remediation paint. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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38. Stairwell in foyer leading to second floor. Note the handcrafted newel. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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39. Leaf detailing on the lower newel. Photo taken September 14, 2022 
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40. Stairwell detail and handcrafted landing newel. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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41. Leaf detailing on lower end of landing newel. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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42. Second floor sitting room with west-facing dormer window. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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43. Second floor sitting room with a door leading to the main bedroom. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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44. Second floor sitting room with east-facing dormer window and closet door. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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45. View from sitting room toward guest bedroom doorway with glass-paned transom. Note the spaces where hinge plates 
used to support a locking door at the top of the stairs. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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46. Guest bedroom with its large north-facing window with ornamental trim and molding. Note the impact of the sloped 
roofline. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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47. Smaller north-facing window in the guest bedroom. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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48. View of guest bedroom transom doorway with the closet door to the left. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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49. View from the doorway into the main bedroom with its south-facing window. The wood door to the right leads to the 
balcony. To the left is the closet door and the bathroom barn door. Note the very clean trim work, compared to the 
ornamentation found in other rooms of the house. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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50. Main bedroom west-facing window. Note the sloping roofline of the cross-gable in the upper corners, and the vertical 
kitchen stove chimney flue buildout continued from the first floor. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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51. Main bedroom with chimney buildout and sloping roofline. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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52. Main bedroom entry and closet. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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53. Main bedroom south-facing window and barn door leading to the bathroom. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
 



COLORADO STATE REGISTER OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES   
 
Wilson & Hersperger House  Denver 
Name of Property                   County 
 

 
54. Main bathroom renovated in ca. 2019. Note the red brick exposed during construction. Photo taken September 14, 
2022. 
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55. Main bathroom renovated in ca. 2019 with west-facing privacy window to the right. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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56. Main bathroom west-facing privacy window and subway tile. Photo taken September 14, 2022. 
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57. View of the covered 4’ x 6’ balcony porch from the main bedroom. Note the once screened-in windows. The balcony is 
currently unsafe for use. Photo taken September 26, 2022. 
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58. West-facing view from the front porch, including patio and 2258 W. 34th Avenue’s entry porch. Photo taken 
September 27, 2022. 
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59. Northwest-facing view from front porch. Photo taken September 27, 2022. 
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60. North-facing photo from front porch including landscaped right-of-way. Photo taken September 27, 2022. 
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61. Northeast-facing photo including 2250 W. 34th Avenue front yard and entry porch. Photo taken September 27, 2022.  
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62. Southeast-facing view of the professionally landscaped backyard (ca. 2015 - 2022) from the back porch. Photo taken 
July 22, 2022. 
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63. Southwest-facing view of the professionally landscaped backyard from the alley gate entry. Photo taken September 
27, 2022. 
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64. View from across 34th Avenue. Left to right - 2246, 2250, 2254, 2258 W. 34th Ave. Photo taken July 22, 2022. 
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65. View from corner of 34th Ave. and Wyandot St.. Right to left- 2258, 2254, 2250, 2246 W. 34th Avenue. Photo taken 
July 22, 2022. 
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SECTION VII   
 
ADDITIONAL MATERIALS TO ACCOMPANY NOMINATION   
 
 Sketch Map(s) 
 Digital Images (separate files) 
 PDF of Current photos (see check-off list) 
 Owner Consent Form (Section VIII) 
 
Use of Nomination Materials 
Upon submission to the Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation, all nomination forms and supporting 
materials become public records pursuant to CRS Title 24, and may be accessed, copied, and used for 
personal or commercial purposes in accordance with state law unless otherwise specifically exempted. History 
Colorado may reproduce, publish, display, perform, prepare derivative works or otherwise use the nomination 
materials for History Colorado and/or State Register purposes. 
 
 
Historic Figure Log 
 

1. Scan of 2254 W. 34th Ave. property and building footprint ca. 2022. Hand-drawn sketch (not to scale) 
by Erik Husman, ca. 2022. 

2. Scan of first floor plan ca. 2022. Hand-drawn sketch by Erik Husman, ca. 2022. 
3. Scan of second floor plan ca. 2022. Hand-drawn sketch by Erik Husman, ca. 2022. 
4. Scan of second floor plan ca. 2022. Hand-drawn sketch by Erik Husman, ca. 2022. 
5. Scanned image of cover to second Edition hardcopy, A Guide to Colorado’s Historic Architecture and 

Engineering. 
6. Scanned copy of pg. 18, A Guide to Colorado’s Historic Architecture and Engineering. Detailing Queen 

Anne architecture in Denver. Asterisks note items associated with pg. 19 image of 2254 34th Ave. 
facade.  

7. Scanned copy of pg. 19, A Guide to Colorado’s Historic Architecture and Engineering. Detailing Queen 
Anne architecture in Denver. The bottom photo shows the facade of 2254 W. 34th Ave., with its 
significant elements: “3. scalloped and shaped shingles; 6. turned spindles; and 9. multiple gables.”  

8. Scanned copy of Grace Lario’s press photo in 1934. Obtained from Historic Images Outlet, December 
7, 2021. 

9. Scanned copy of Cully Lario’s bullet-riddled coat with descriptive blurb. Obtained from Historic Images 
Outlet, December 7, 2021. 

10. Ancestry. Newspapers. “Threatened Suicide - Got Murdered?,” San Francisco Examiner, 13 May 1934. Pg. 90. 
11. Scanned copy of Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Denver, CO ca. 1893. Plate transposed. 2254 W. 34th 

Ave. is noted. 
12. Scanned copy of Baist's Real Estate Atlas of Surveys of Denver, Col.: Complete In One Volume. Plate 

09. H. Witters North Denver ca. 1905. 2254 W. 34th Ave. is noted. 
13. Scanned copy. Denver Public Library, Digital Collections. H. Witter’s North Denver Add. Sub of Lot 3 - 

Block 8. (Hersperger). Pg 5. (ca. 1903 - 1951). 
14. Scanned copy. Witters 1st Add thru Ziehl and McLains Add: H. Witter's North. Denver Addition block 8. 

Pg 7. Early chain of ownership for 2254 W. 34th Ave. Williams, Stich, and Lario. 
15. Scanned copy. Denver Public Library. Digital Special Collections. Denver Building Permits 1889 - 1905. 

Figure shows Wilson & Herperger as owners, and WH Wrigley as architect. 
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Figure 1. Scan of 2254 W. 34th Ave. property and building footprint ca. 2022. Hand-drawn sketch (not to scale) by Erik 
Husman, ca. 2022. 
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Figure 2. Scan of first floor plan ca. 2022. Hand-drawn sketch by Erik Husman, ca. 2022. 
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Figure 3. Scan of second floor plan ca. 2022. Hand-drawn sketch by Erik Husman, ca. 2022. 
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Figure 4. Scan of second floor plan ca. 2022. Hand-drawn sketch by Erik Husman, ca. 2022. 
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Figure 5. Scanned image of cover to second Edition hardcopy, A Guide to Colorado’s Historic Architecture and 
Engineering. 2008. 
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Figure 6. Scanned copy of pg. 18, A Guide to Colorado’s Historic Architecture and Engineering. Detailing Queen Anne 
architecture in Denver. Asterisks note items associated with pg. 19 image of 2254 34th Ave. facade.  
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Figure 7. Scanned copy of pg. 19, A Guide to Colorado’s Historic Architecture and Engineering. Detailing Queen Anne 
architecture in Denver. The bottom photo shows the facade of 2254 W. 34th Ave., with its significant elements: “3. 
scalloped and shaped shingles; 6. turned spindles; and 9. multiple gables.”  
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Figure 8. Scanned copy of Grace Lario’s press photo in 1934. Obtained from Historic Images Outlet, December 7, 2021. 
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Figure 9. Scanned copy of Cully Lario’s bullet-riddled coat with descriptive blurb. Obtained from Historic Images Outlet, 
December 7, 2021. Photo caption reads, ”Bullet holes shown in this overcoat worn by Cully E. Lario are giving 
investigators some puzzling questions. Undersheriff William Bahns who is pointing out three of the five holes in the coat, 
and sheriff E.E. Monzingo are convinced Lario was murdered and assert he could not have fired the shots himself. Lario’s 
clothing, as shown here, was placed on a dressmaker’s dummy to permit there (sic.) examination by the officers.” 
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Figure 10. Ancestry. Newspapers. “Threatened Suicide - Got Murdered?,” San Francisco Examiner, 13 May 1934. Pg. 90. 
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Figure 11. Scanned copy of Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Denver, CO ca. 1893. Plate transposed. 2254 W. 34th Ave. is 
noted. 
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Figure 12. Scanned copy of Baist's Real Estate Atlas of Surveys of Denver, Col.: Complete In One Volume. Plate 09. H. 
Witters North Denver ca. 1905. 2254 W. 34th Ave. is noted.  
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Figure 13. Scanned copy. Denver Public Library, Digital Collections. H. Witter’s North Denver Add. Sub of Lot 3 - Block 8. 
(Hersperger). Pg 5. (ca. 1903 - 1951). 
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Figure 14. Scanned copy. Denver Public Library, Digital Collections. Witters 1st Add thru Ziehl and McLains Add: H. 
Witter's North. Denver Addition block 8. Pg 7. (ca. 1903 - 1951). Early chain of ownership for 2254 W. 34th Ave. Williams, 
Stich, and Lario.  
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Figure 15. Scanned copy. Denver Public Library. Digital Special Collections. Denver Building Permits 1889 - 1905. Figure 
shows Wilson & Herperger as owners, and WH Wrigley as architect. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COLORADO STATE REGISTER OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES   
 
Wilson & Hersperger House  Denver 
Name of Property                   County 
 
SECTION VIII   
 

COLORADO STATE REGISTER OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
OWNER CONSENT FORM 

 
 

Proof of Ownership must accompany the form. Each partial owner must sign a separate form.  
Reproduce form as needed. 

 
               
 
 
Property Name   Wilson & Hersperger - 2254 W. 34th Ave.                                                                           
 
 
 
I,    Erik Paul Husman                                                                           
                                   (type or print name) 
 
      Owner                                                                                
              title 
 
certify or affirm that I am the sole owner   X    ; partial owner       ; or the legally designated representative  
 
of the owners       of the land        and property        located at 
 
       2254 West 34th Avenue                                                                                                          
                   
 
 
street number and name (or other geographic location) 
 
                   Denver                                         Denver                               
                        city                                           county 
 
and that I hereby give my written consent and approval for this property's nomination to and inclusion  
 
in the Colorado State Register of Historic Properties. 
 
 
   Erik Paul Husman  
                           ______________________________________________ 
                                                               signature 
 
   9/29/2022 
                            _______________________________________________      
                                                                 date 
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